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Attn: Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation
U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590
Re:

Franklin Boulevard Project RAISE Application

Dear Secretary Buttigieg:
Better Eugene-Springfield Transportation urges USDOT to approve the Franklin
Boulevard grant application from the cities of Eugene and Springfield, Oregon.
BEST is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that brings people together to promote transportation
options, safe streets, and walkable neighborhoods. We are a broad coalition of
community leaders representing business, social services, the environment,
education, neighborhoods, and communities of faith. We advocate for access, safety,
equity, and sustainability.
The Franklin Boulevard project will transform an automobile-oriented state highway
designed for the past into a welcoming and vibrant corridor that serves the needs of
the present and future. The planned redesign will provide both a sense of place and
safe opportunities for people to walk, bicycle or take transit. It will support
development of walkable, transit-oriented, climate-friendly neighborhoods in the
heart of our community.
The project meets all of the primary criteria for a RAISE grant: It will improve safety
and accessibility for all people. It will improve the state of good repair for a road
little changed since Interstate-5 opened in the 1960s. It will advance economic
competitiveness by supporting land use plans for (re)development. It will improve
environmental sustainability by increasing the number of people walking,
bicycling or riding public transit, thereby reducing motor vehicle emissions. And it
will improve quality of life by transforming a state highway designed primarily for
motor vehicle traffic into a main street designed for people.
Moreover, as a joint effort by the cities of Eugene and Springfield with the support of
Lane Transit District, the project meets the secondary criteria of partnership.
Finally, the project is innovative in combining roundabouts with bus rapid transit
and multimodal features, reducing conflicts and increasing safety while allowing for
efficient traffic flow.
Of all the major transportation projects planned for the Eugene-Springfield area,
BEST views the Franklin corridor as the highest priority and most critical. For all
these reasons, BEST recommends awarding a RAISE grant for the Franklin Boulevard
project. Please let me know if you have any questions.
For BEST,

Rob Zako, Executive Director
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June 10, 2021
Attn: Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Transportation
US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20590
RE: Franklin Boulevard RAISE Application
Secretary Buttigieg:
We are writing to you on behalf of the Eugene Active Transportation Committee, a group of
residents advising the City’s Public Works Department on improvements to the bicycle and
pedestrian network that will make our transportation system safe and accessible for all users. We
request that the USDOT consider awarding Rebuilding American Infrastructure with
Sustainability and Equity (RAISE) grant funding to the application submitted jointly by the
Cities of Eugene and Springfield, Oregon, with support from the Lane Transit District, to move
this transformative project into its next phase.
Funding the next phase of the overdue redesign of Franklin Boulevard will directly support the
RAISE 2021 program goals by increasing safety, contributing to the economy, and greatly
improving quality of life. The reconstructed street will reduce the burdens of commuting as well
as reduce transportation costs by providing an innovative street design that supports increased
improved safety and capacity for people walking, biking, taking transit and driving. The project
increases connectivity to residents and visitors being able to more safely enjoy the amenities at
the heart of our metropolitan area on foot, bike, and public transportation. We urge you to grant
your full support to this project.
Sincerely,
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