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Growing a healthy yard and garden
Some advance planning outdoors can protect your investment
in plants and grass, reduce your water bill and save time.
Here are a few tips for keeping your landscape healthy that
also help keep our water clean.
Maximize your water use
Water plants and your lawn when they need it and apply water according to your soil
type and the weather. Deeper, less frequent watering will grow plants with healthier
and deeper roots. They’ll be more resilient to stress and drier conditions.
Choose the right watering method. A soaker hose applies water directly to the soil
and reduces evaporation. If you are planting a few plants in an existing garden bed,
hand watering can get the new plants the water they need while not overwatering
the rest. If you are using a sprinkler, be sure that you are not watering the sidewalk
and driveway.
To determine how much watering needs to be done, check soil moisture before
watering. Probe soil with a spade or trowel. Generally, you want the soil to be dry an
inch or two below the surface before you water. Recheck soil an hour after you
water (or two hours with clay soil), by probing soil to see how deeply the water
penetrated. If it didn’t reach the root zone, you may need to increase your watering.
If the area is soggy, cut back on watering next time.

Lawn care for the long haul

Adding chemical fertilizer to your lawn can boost nitrogen levels in the soil. That
lush lawn may look nice but it comes at a cost to the homeowner and the environment. Many chemical-based fertilizers green grass quickly at the expense of healthy
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Spring is here, and it's
great to be outside!
Enjoy your spring and summer chores
more knowing that you are following
good practices to keep the outdoors
healthy and water clean.

Get the scoop on pressure washing,
paint disposal, zinc and more…
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This time of year, grass is growing in leaps and bounds. Although lawns can require
plenty of attention, you don’t have to become an expert to have a healthy lawn.
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Empire Park transformed
with helping hands

P

rior to the City’s involvement, the pond at Empire Park, at the
intersection of Barger Drive and Highway 99, was ruled by the
highly invasive aquatic plant, Ludwigia hexapetala. At that time
the park belonged to the Oregon Department of Transportation, who
partnered with the Long Tom Watershed Council (LTWC) in 2014 to
try to eradicate the weed. In 2019, the City's Parks and Open Space
Division became the new landowner. While very little Ludwigia persists today, the City and LTWC continue to work together to improve
water quality and habitat at this five-acre park.
In fall of 2019 and 2020, staff and volunteers from the City and
LTWC joined forces with Boy Scout Troop 12 (photo left) to plant
hundreds of native emergent and aquatic plants in shallow areas
of the pond. They also planted native shrubs and trees along the
banks. These plants will occupy areas previously dominated by
Ludwigia, filter stormwater pollutants that flow from the adjacent
streets, and provide better habitat for wildlife. Plant purchases and
weed control were made possible by funding from Oregon State
continued on page 4

Fine mulches decompose more quickly and need to be replenished more often than coarse, woody mulches. Coarse mulch is
best for weed control; it prevents annual weed seeds from germinating. Organic mulches work best in annual flower beds because
they break down easily when tilled in the soil at season’s end.
Shredded leaves, partially decomposed compost and grass are all
easy to turn in. Chopped leaves, partially decomposed compost,
dry grass clippings and straw are all excellent choices for vegetable gardens.
Keep in mind that you can have too much of a good thing. Use
less mulch on poorly drained soils. The right mulch will save water
and create a healthier garden for you and your plants! 

Looking for help with a tough gardening challenge?
By understanding the soil, plants and light in your garden, you can cut back on water
and pesticides, and enjoy a space that is safe for all members of your family.

healthy yard and garden continued from page 1

Some active ingredients found
in weed killers, including
glyphosate and 2-4-D, can be
harmful to humans, pets and
wildlife. They also run off into
waterways, affecting water
quality. To learn about the
safest yard care options visit
growsmartgrowsafe.org

stem and root growth. That makes them more prone to disease,
thatch buildup and drought damage. Treated lawns quickly become
hungry again, needing more fertilizer to maintain their color. For
a long-lasting effect, use a slow-release organic fertilizer. In most
cases, fertilizing once a year is plenty. To help build the lawn’s nutrient reserves, fertilize in the fall.
What about weeds? They may be an indicator that something is
out of balance in your soil. For example, dandelions thrive in soil
with low calcium, an indicator that there are nutritional deficiencies. Crabgrass thrives in both poor or very fertile soils and will
spring up in times of drought or excessive watering. Unless weeds
are running rampant, try spot spraying them instead of putting
herbicide over your entire lawn.

Spray with care

Planning to use pesticides and fungicides? Spray sparingly.
Never use insecticides without scouting to see if the problem
justifies treatment (small problems often resolve themselves). If
you use pesticides, treat when the pest is most vulnerable and always read the label first! Many homeowners admit they don’t read
or follow label directions when applying pesticides and synthetic
fertilizers. To prevent pollution, never apply pesticides when the
ground is frozen or before a heavy rain.

The wonders of mulch

Mulch can limit weeds, conserve soil moisture, moderate soil
temperature, decrease soil compaction and may also reduce the
spread of some soil-borne diseases.
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Mulching materials may be organic, from living sources such as
wood chips, or inorganic, such as plastic sheeting. In the long run,
organic mulches can help build a better soil structure that pays
off in healthy, vigorous plants that may be better able to live with
insect and disease infestations and lessens the need for chemical
fixes (fertilizers, pesticides and fungicides) down the road.
For the best weed control, remove weeds and water thoroughly
before mulching. For general use in planting beds, apply a layer
that settles to two to four inches deep.

Tips and expert advice are available at the Lane County Extension
Office. To reach the Master Gardener hotline, call 541-344-0265.
The office number is 541-344-5859. Visits by appointment only.
Check the website for hours and other resources:
extension.oregonstate.edu/lane

Please skip the
‘weed and feed’

This “all-in-one” product may seem like a time saver but truth-beknown, it’s not a great choice.

L

et’s start with the herbicides. Weed and feed products designed for early-spring application usually contain pre-emergent herbicides. They work by preventing weed seeds from
sprouting, and they can be an effective way to control crabgrass
and some broadleaf weeds — assuming you’ve got weed seeds in
your soil ready to sprout. If you’ve been doing a good job of controlling weeds and keeping them from going to seed, you may have
exhausted the supply of weed seeds in the soil. If that’s the case,
applying pre-emergent herbicides is a
If weed and feed
waste of time and money.
Then there’s the fertilizer. It should has become a ritual
for you, it’s time to
be mostly nitrogen, and yes, it can
really green-up the grass in a hurry.
break the habit.
However nitrogen doesn't help the
whole plant, so roots may suffer. You’ll want roots going deep for
moisture during the hot, dry summer months and also to help the
grass outcompete weeds.
If weed and feed has become a ritual for you, it’s time to break
the habit. Try skipping it this year and applying fertilizer
and herbicide only if you need them and in separate
treatments at the times when they will
be most effective. Better yet, hand-pull
weeds and if you fertilize, use
organic products. 

Zinc levels rising in
local waterways

Z

inc is a common substance that occurs naturally in the environment. While it exists at low levels in soils, streams, groundwater,
and plants, the concentration of zinc is increasing in our local
waterways and that is a problem for fish and other aquatic life.

Higher concentrations of zinc in stormwater runoff from an
urban area could be coming from a variety of sources, and all are
likely due to human activities. Here in the Pacific Northwest, zinc
is often the active ingredient in products used to control moss on
rooftops, driveways and other surfaces. Zinc is used in certain
consumer products such as tires, photocopy paper, paints, enamels, pharmaceuticals, and even cosmetics. It is also used to protect
steel from corrosion and can be found in galvanized sheet metal
for building siding and roofing.
With heavy use of moss removal products and the deterioration
of zinc-containing products, zinc particles can get carried along
by rain and stormwater runoff. It moves through the stormwater
system and flows, untreated, to Amazon Creek or the Willamette
River. Zinc can be harmful to organisms that help create healthy
and productive soils. At increased levels in creeks and streams,
zinc is toxic to fish and other aquatic life. Too much zinc can also
adversely affect plant growth.
For over two decades, water quality testing in Amazon Creek and
the Willamette River has shown increases in the amount of zinc
over time and often exceeds Oregon’s water quality standard for
the protection of fish and other aquatic life. Eugene’s stormwater
program includes some actions to reduce the amount of zinc in the
city’s stormwater runoff, but it will take actions by all of us as a
community to make a significant difference.

Capture debris from
pressure washing

Thinking about getting the pressure washer out of the garage, or
hiring a pressure wash service? Before you do, remember these tips;

Specialized mats or something
as simple as a rolled towel can be
used to filter runoff from
pressure washing .

 Do not use soap, detergents,
chemicals, steam, or heated water if your runoff might enter a
storm drain.
 Block storm drains using
inlet protection such as gravel,
towels, bio-bags, or oil-absorbent booms.
 Try and direct runoff to
your lawn, landscaping, or other area where there is no access
to the storm drain.
 When you are done cleaning, sweep up and dispose of
material captured by your
storm drain protection. Pick
up protection and put away for
reuse or place in garbage. 

Delta Ponds (below) is a side-channel of the Willamette River, and
supports hundreds of bird species and other wildlife.

Ways to help reduce zinc in our environment:

 When using moss removal products, follow application

instructions on the product label.
 Try using moss control agents that do not contain zinc.
 Use a commercial car wash to clean your car and car tires.
Dirty water from these businesses is either recycled and cleaned
on site or goes through our piped water system to get treated at
the regional treatment plant.
 Dispose of all paint and hazardous waste properly (see article
below for details).
 Another zinc source: unused pharmaceuticals. Use a drug
drop-off box or ask your pharmacist about disposal options. 

Cleaning out the garage or shed?
If disposing of odds and ends of products in your garage is one of your spring cleaning plans, here’s a
simple solution from Lane County. Household chemicals such as pesticides, fertilizers, poisons, acids,
and pool chemicals may be dropped off at Lane County’s Household Hazardous Waste Collection Center
in Glenwood each Thursday and Saturday by appointment. To schedule a quick and easy disposal appointment go to lanecounty.org/hazwaste
Fluorescent lamps, house paint, sharps and rechargeable batteries are accepted in the recycling
area without an appointment. Lane County provides household hazardous waste disposal at no cost
to residents and for very low cost to businesses. To learn more visit lanecounty.org/hazwaste or
call 541-682-4120. 

Remember, once polluted water enters the

storm drain, it travels—untreated—into the
Willamette River, Amazon Creek, or the

groundwater below us. For more ideas to
help prevent stormwater pollution, visit
happyrivers.org

Clean Water Connections 3

Aquarium moss product could
cause trouble for local waterways
A small, invasive mollusk, the zebra mussel, was recently found
attached and inside “Betta Buddy Marimo Ball” moss plants.
Although their intended environment is an aquarium, the concern
is that live mussels released into a storm drain or flushed could be
introduced into a waterway.

Zebra mussels and Ludwigia
hexapetala (below in a local
pond) are both invasive species
that can cause damage when
introduced in waterways where
they don't belong

Staff from the Oregon Department of
Fish and Wildlife are concerned that invasive mussels from this product could
get into the wild, start a population and
do serious damage. Zebra mussels can
quickly take over, once they get established in a waterbody. They will cause
disruption of the food chain, change
the chemistry of the water (which can
cause more blue green algae outbreaks
or offensive taste) and clog water intake
and delivery systems for drinking water,
irrigation and hydro power.

Aquarium owners are urged to refrain from buying this
product and to safely dispose of it by either freezing or
boiling the moss before disposing of it in the trash
(do not flush down toilet or throw outside as mulch).

To clean out an aquarium that had this product, remove the
fish, apply household bleach (one cup of bleach per gallon of water)
and let it set for 10 minutes. Dispose of the water down a sink or
toilet. Also disinfect filters, gravel and structures with a solution
of bleach before disposing of the water down the toilet.
Currently, Oregon and the Pacific Northwest are free of zebra
mussels, thanks to a monitoring program that requires watercraft
to be inspected when entering Oregon (https://myodfw.com/articles/waterway-access-and-aquatic-invasive-species-permits).  
Zebra mussels have been found in the Great Lakes area and
eastern Mississippi rivers, as well as Texas, Colorado, Utah,
Nevada and California. 

Pond at Empire Park continued from page 1

Weed Board grants and the US Army Corps of Engineers. The City
of Eugene is grateful for the collaboration and effort that LTWC,
Scout Troop 12 and many community volunteers have shown to
this tiny gem of a park.
Unrelated to this recent work in and around the pond, the northern portion of this park was recently chosen as one of five new
rest stop sites for the Community Supported Shelter program. The
presence of a managed site well to the north of the ponds should
help reduce illicit camping and other activities adjacent to the pond,
which has threatened water quality at this site for several years. 
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Attracting waterfowl can
cause big problems

It’s hard to believe that an enjoyable activity like feeding ducks and
geese can cause problems. Yet, this seemingly harmless interaction
can cause long-term health problems for birds, potential health risk
to humans, and damage to our environment. Please enjoy them from
a distance and respect their wildness. By doing so you will offer them
their best chance at survival.

Impacts on human health

Bird droppings in a concentrated area can create a high concentration of bacteria and parasites in the water which can pose a risk
to human health. Geese can also be aggressive particularly during
nesting and brood rearing season and have been known to bite or
chase people.

The pitfalls of concentration

Feeding waterfowl discourages their natural behavior and can
rapidly lead to overpopulation in urban parks. High concentrations
of wildlife cause costly and unsightly environmental damage to
park landscaping. When bird
Did you know that feeding
droppings end up in nearby
ducks and geese bread may
water sources, they can cause an
increase in algae growth which,
be harmful to their health?
in turn, harms fish populations.
It’s become a tradition
Too much algae growth turns
for many, especially in Alton
water cloudy and green— unatBaker Park. As tempting as
tractive for swimming, boating
it may be, it is better to skip
and fishing.

Bread is poor choice for
young geese and ducks

feeding and enjoy them
from a distance.

Angel wing is a disease that affects waterfowl, primarily geese and
ducks. The condition is acquired by young birds and is believed to
be the result of a diet high in carbohydrates from food sources such
as bread. Feeding water fowl human foods creates a diet imbalance
which causes the feathers of birds to grow so fast that the wings are
not able to be supported by the wrist bones and their bones begin
to twist outwards (see photo). In adult birds the disease is incurable
and usually leads to an early death as birds are rendered flightless.
To prevent Angel Wing please help encourage water fowl to seek
their own natural sources of food by not feeding them. 
Portions of this article were
taken from the Massachusetts
Audubon Society’s article
“Feeding Waterfowl.”

After School with WREN
Plan a spring wetland adventure

S

pring is one of the most exciting times to visit the West
Eugene Wetlands. Hundreds of colorful, new flowers
bloom every week, the vernal pools are teeming with
life, and the morning skies are becoming bluer and brighter.

This April and May, the Willamette Resource and Education Network
(WREN) will be offering after school programs in the West Eugene
Wetlands for early elementary school children (1st to 3rd grade).
The programs will be two hours of hands-on learning experiences and outdoor activities that will take place at WREN's field office
at 751 S. Danebo Avenue. Participants will look for frogs and other
creatures in the vernal pools, play games, and draw their wildlife
observations in field journals (provided). They will also have opportunities to explore the unique plants and animals that live in this
rare habitat and learn about the cultural history of this region.

Program Dates:
April 21, May 19, May 26
Minimum 5 students, maximum 8 per group; $10/child
Contact Laura Maloney, WREN’s Education Director
for more details and to register. info@wewetlands.org

photo by Annie Carter

Lily's Page (page 8)

S

ome of the things that these
critters do in the wetlands:

A

 find food
 drink (most) or absorb water
through their skin (fish and frogs!)
 swim in pools and ponds,

What makes vernal pools so special?
photo by John Applegarth

Vernal pools are among the
rarest types of wetlands in
Oregon. These unique habitats
fill with rain water in the winter
and spring before drying up in
the summer. The way they shift
with the seasons is what makes
them so magical. Amphibians,
such as the Pacific chorus frog
(inset), the Long-toed salamander, and the Northern red-legged frog
(a species of conservation concern in the Willamette Valley) prefer to
lay their eggs in these temporary waters. Predators such as bullfrogs
and fish, which live in year-round ponds, are unable to survive in the
seasonal pools, giving the young amphibians a better chance for survival. While it might take a well-trained eye to spot a vernal pool in
the summer months, in the Spring you just need to follow your ears,
listening for the unmistakable ‘krek-ek!' of the Pacific chorus frog.
Join WREN this spring and explore more of the magic found in
vernal pools. 

 hide from other animals that
might eat them,
 build a nest or shelter,
 lay eggs (yes, turtles too!)
 raise young,
 some amphibians hibernate,
some birds rest from migrating

G

F

B

C

E

H

D

A: Heron, B:Dragonfly,
C: Kingfisher, D: Turtle,
E: Duck, F: Fish, G: Frog,
H: Salamander or Newt

Picture Your Parks is
Going Paperless
The annual Picture Your Parks summer newsletter
will be sent to your inbox instead of mailbox this
year. Look for all your favorite articles including
park news, project updates and upcoming events in
our new digital format coming June 2021.
Make sure you sign up at bit.ly/pictureparks to
get a digital copy sent directly to your inbox. 
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Stormwater and wastewater
rates likely to increase
Stormwater Fees

Leaf pick up and vactor cleanings (inset right) keep Eugene's
underground systems flowing

A rain garden in the public
right-of-way
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Stormwater fees support a system of City services,
permits, and pollution prevention that keeps local
waterways and aquifers clean now and for future
generations. Due to the impacts of COVID-19, the
City of Eugene did not increase rates this past year.
Staff utilized one-time savings to offset an original
proposed increase. The City of Eugene is proposing
to increase the stormwater user fee by 3 percent,
effective July 1, 2021. The one-time savings was
generated by reducing expenditures
by an estimated $1.75 million over
the last two fiscal years. This resulted in a growing
backlog of maintenance, especially amongst the green
infrastructure within the City’s stormwater system.
Programs temporarily reduced service levels to keep
their programs balanced.
There are many components to the stormwater
program. When it rains, water hits your roof or lawn
and picks up oil from cars, sediment, bacteria, grease,
and other chemicals associated with urban life.
Instead of going into the ground
where they are filtered naturally,
those contaminants are carried
through City storm pipes and go
directly into the Amazon Creek
or Willamette River. A large portion of the stormwater system is
underground. Improved streets
(those with sidewalks and curbs)
have a system of pipes and culverts that direct rain from impervious surfaces to the nearest waterway. These pipes and culverts
also catch leaves, sediment and
litter, so they must be cleaned
regularly. Street sweeping, leaf
pick up, vactor cleaning (inset photo) and building and maintaining
rain gardens are just a few of the stormwater operations that the
City provides to maintain this system. A functioning stormwater
system also reduces the risk of flooding.
Additionally, there is a growing inventory of green infrastructure
such as rain gardens and swales that are required for new development. The maintenance and upkeep for these public facilities is
the responsibility of the City’s Parks and Open Space staff. These
additional maintenance requirements will burden an already
constrained budget. Parks and Open Space staff currently maintain over 420 public vegetated stormwater facilities such as rain
gardens and swales with nearly 20 percent rated in poor condition.
With current resources, 70 percent of the system needs are being
met. Facilities are estimated to increase another 44 percent over
the next two years. Although the proposed fee increase will not
address the growth in green infrastructure, it will stabilize City
programs and keep current green infrastructure treating the
polluted stormwater.

Wastewater treatment facility on River Avenue (foreground)

Wastewater Fees
All properties connected to the public wastewater system pay wastewater fees. Eugene provides local wastewater collection services, and
the Metropolitan Wastewater Management Commission (MWMC), a
partnership of Lane County and the cities of Eugene and Springfield,
operates the regional wastewater collection and treatment facilities.
The City of Eugene is proposing to increase the local wastewater
user fee by 4 percent, effective July 1, 2021. Due to the impacts of
COVID-19, the City of Eugene did not raise wastewater fees this past

Did you know that Eugene uses flow-based averaging to
acknowledge that some of the water used during summer
months (May–November) may not enter the wastewater system?
These months' charges are based on the previous winter’s
average monthly use or actual water used, whichever is less.
Wastewater charges on bills issued during the winter months
(December–April) are based on actual water meter readings.

year. Staff utilized one-time savings to offset an original proposed
increase. These savings were generated by temporarily reducing
service levels across the system, reducing maintenance and repairs
by $1.4 million over two years. The increased revenue from the
proposed rate increase will help stabilize programs that have been
temporarily reduced. However, much work still needs to be done
to maintain the wastewater system. The Wastewater Master Plan
estimates 29 percent of the system is older than 50 years. Without
repair, leaks will allow stormwater and ground water into wastewater pipes to unnecessarily be cleaned. There is also a chance that
more localized backups could occur, causing sewage to overflow
into a street.
MWMC is also considering a 3.5 percent rate increase for regional wastewater user fees. The total monthly increase for a typical
Eugene household from these rate changes will be $1.43 per month.
If you would like more information, please call 541-682-4900. 
The City of Eugene adopts and administers stormwater and wastewater service fees and they are billed through EWEB. EWEB acts only as
the City’s billing agent.

Chemical in tires linked to salmon
deaths—rain gardens are part
of the solution

Y

ou may have seen images of clearer skies and less
pollution as one positive outcome of people staying
home more and driving less over the last year. Besides
contributing to air pollution and greenhouse gas emissions,
driving a car (whether electric, hybrid, diesel or gas-powered) can contribute in other ways to environmental and
water quality degradation.
For years, scientists have been trying to figure out why Coho
salmon entering freshwater to spawn were dying in such large
numbers. A recent discovery has linked a chemical used as a
preservative in car tires to salmon deaths. This chemical reacts
to naturally occurring ozone in the atmosphere, changes chemical structure slightly, and ends up in our rivers and streams. This
discovery helps explain why salmon have been dying off in large
numbers when migrating to spawning grounds through more
urbanized areas. It also allows targeted solutions such as discontinuing the use of this chemical and finding methods to remove it
from stormwater.
Research from Washington State University focusing on Coho
salmon demonstrated that this chemical can be removed by
treating run-off from city streets through vegetated stormwater
treatment, thereby improving water quality and salmon survival. These rain garden facilities are popping up across Eugene as
the Environmental Protection Agency and Oregon Department of
Environmental Quality have continued to encourage communities
across Oregon to focus on these natural ways of improving water

At the site of Eugene’s 16-acre Downtown Riverfront property, thousands of new plants are helping to
clean and filter water throughout the site. Rain gardens line the streets, including these which receive runoff from the Ferry Street viaduct. These new gardens will create a significant improvement in the quality
of water draining from the viaduct and directly into the Willamette River. The plants were chosen for their
ability to pull toxins from water and will grow to fill the sites over the coming years.
quality. Over the past 10 years the number of rain gardens has
increased in Eugene by over 50 percent. Stormwater flows into
these raingardens where soil, plants and beneficial microbes help
remove sediment and chemicals from the water before it enters
streams and rivers providing cleaner water for all living downstream. The Green Infrastructure Maintenance team in Eugene’s
Parks and Open Space Division manages many of these facilities.
This treatment option, and the Public Works street sweeping program, help keep these chemicals and tire fragments from entering
our waterways.
The City of Eugene’s Integrated Stormwater Program is committed to improving water quality and habitat while continuing to
control flooding. In 2017, Eugene Parks and Open Space Division
was awarded a five-year Salmon-Safe certification for its accomplishments to protect and enhance habitat for fish and other animals, and their continued commitment to learn, adapt and improve
design and management practices. 

New street sweeper app identifies
sweeping schedules and progress

Clean Water Connections is published by
the City of Eugene Public Works Department
to enhance awareness of stormwater and
related surface water management issues.
Senior Editor: Kathy Eva

Thanks to our contributing writers: Lauri Holts,

Ted Shriro, Shelly Miller, Elissa Gavette, Peggy
Perry, Susan Weixelman, Laura Maloney,
Therese Walch, Kathy Eva

For more information about stormwater in general,
write or call
KEva@eugene-or.gov 541-682-2739

Sweeper Track is the new app that highlights when sweepers will be
in specific neighborhoods as well as showing real-time progress on
active routes. The app was launched in February of 2021 after leaf
season sweeping ended. Crews are busy throughout the year performing routine sweeps, as well as providing seasonal
leaf collection, snow and ice control, and sand
recovery programs. They also respond to
vehicle crashes and reports of broken glass
or debris in the right-of-way. This makes the
streets safer for motorists and cyclists, and
helps return clean water back to local rivers.
Residents can find their schedule by entering their address in Sweeper Track to see
what route they are on and when sweeping
will take place. This app replaces the old
sweeper notification process and is a much
more efficient way to keep the public informed.
Visit eugene-or.gov/321 to check it out. 

Public Works Maintenance crews
sweep more than 1,300 lane
miles of streets, alleys and bike
paths using a fleet of five street
sweepers
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A wetlands coloring page
This picture shows just a few of the animals that live in
the wetlands. While you are coloring, think about how
these animals might use the wetlands to live.
How many of them can you name? (answers on page 5)

Lily the Frog is the
mascot for Eugene's
stormwater program.
Her job is to remind
people that we all live
downstream, and it is
important to keep
water clean!

The rain and other
stormwater in our
city flows to areas
called wetlands.
Amazon Creek flows
through the wetlands
in West Eugene.
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illustration by Jeffrey Flowers

Like to learn more? See
the article on page 5
about visiting West
Eugene Wetlands.
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