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In the 2018–19 school year, Energy and Water Conservation staff in 4J 
and Bethel school districts worked with the City’s Waste Prevention 
& Green Building program to continue implementing a comprehensive 

strategy for waste reduction in schools.



Making Waste Prevention the 
Norm in Eugene Schools 
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As part of 4J’s new nutrition services system, in the coming school year 
100% of 4J kitchens will be collecting food waste, as well as the cafeterias 
of 16 4J elementary schools. As the district moves toward taking internal 
control of student meal preparation in 2019-2020, 4J plans to replace the 
use of disposable utensils and food service ware with durable options. 
Reusable plates, cups and utensils will now be the norm in 4J elementary 
school cafeterias. 

At Prairie Mountain, Meadow View, Danebo and Fairfield 
elementary schools in Bethel District, 1st grade students 
were given a presentation focusing on waste associated 
with single-use plastic water bottles and then 
students were given a stainless-steel water 
bottle.  At the end of the 2018-19 school 
year, 77% of students had their 
water bottle at the end of the 
school year.  Participating 
students then earned a 
reusable cinch sack.

Highlights:
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23 4J and Bethel schools participated in Love Food Not Waste and 
16 schools participated in School Garden Project STEM instruction 

or in-garden educational programming in 2018-2019.

Garden-based Education

For More Information
Deveron Musgrave, Waste Prevention Analyst

541.682.6842, DMusgrave@eugene-or.gov
www.eugene-or.gov/partnersineducation


