
Suzanne Arlie Park 
Master Plan
Open House

WELCOME



Open House Schedule:

 Overview of Suzanne Arlie Park
 Master Planning Process
 Proposed habitat management, trails, and 

facilities

 BREAKOUT: Ask questions and provide feedback
 Staff will be at topic-specific stations
 Complete on-line survey

Spencer Butte from SAP (Paul Gordon)
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Context Perspective 



Acquisition History

Purpose:

 Extension of 
Ridgeline Trail

 Protect high value 
habitats

 Accommodate 
nature-based 
recreation and 
trails



Suzanne Arlie Park
• 1.5 Miles in Width
• 515 Acres

Amazon Park = 99 acres
Spencer Butte Park = 301 acres 
Central Park, NY = 843 acres
Howard Buford Recreation Area = 2,363



2010 Eastern Ridgeline Master Plan

 Addressed only a portion of the current park
 Proposed facilities in 2010 Plan:

 Ridgeline trail and spurs
 Mountain bike features
 Disc golf (9 hole)
 Possible limited overnight camping 

 Will be replaced by SAP Master Plan



Eugene
Trails 
Plan 
2018



Master Planning Purpose and Use

Master Plan: Includes assessment of site conditions and 
specifies access, facilities, and habitat management 
actions within the park over a 20-year timeframe. Also 
sets priorities.

Master Plan Diagram: Shows desired spatial 
configuration of those facilities to guide future 
park development. Some flexibility.



Site History and Overview of Existing Conditions
Split Rock Hill  - west side of park (photo: P. Gordon)



Geology 
Map

Mount
Baldy Scarp



Geology and Soils
of Suzanne Arlie Park

Basalt on Split Rock Hill Landslide deposits Alluvium 

Eugene
Formation



Historical Vegetation Map (ca. 1850)

Significant Native 
American Influences 
(burning to manage 
vegetation)
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Changes in 
Willamette Valley 

Habitat Types

Source: Oregon 
Conservation 

Strategy (2016)
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1936 Aerial Photo



Remnants of Past Habitation



Existing Conditions and Site Features Map



Model prepared by 
Casey Howard, BLA

Topography

(20-ft contours
looking east)
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Baldy

Split Rock Hill
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Priority 
Habitats 
Types at 
Suzanne 

Arlie Park

• Oak woodland
• Oak Savanna

• Prairie
• Riparian Forest

• Wetland



Wildlife
Acorn woodpecker (C. Kerst)

(Western bluebird (C. Kerst)

Bobcat (J. Krueger)

Tree frog (J. Krueger)

Gray fox (J. Krueger)

Great horned owl (ODFW)

(Western gray squirrel (C. Kerst)



Special Habitat Features
Ephemeral Ponds and Habitat Snags



Existing Vegetation (2015)



Desired Future Conditions Vegetation



Management Actions and Uses Since Acquisition
• Invasive species control
• Fuels reduction project (thinning) 
• Signage/boundary markers
• Educational activities (UO)
• Prescribed fire in 2018



2015-2018 
Fuels Reduction

Project Area
(350 acres)



Public Outreach:
• Public meeting on May 10, 2016 (90 participants)
• Web postings of background materials
• Public survey from May – July 2016 (617 responses)
• Guided Site tours – August 2016 (55 participants)

Public tours scheduled in February  and May



A Vision for Suzanne Arlie Park
Suzanne Arlie Park serves as an 
oasis for people and wildlife alike, 
providing opportunities for visitors 
to refresh their minds, bodies, and 
spirits. The park accommodates a 
network of interconnected trails for 
users of all abilities, and functions 
as a major community hub for 
compatible nature-based 
recreation and outdoor education. 
The park preserves a rich mosaic of 
regionally significant habitats that
are managed to support a diversity 
of native vegetation and wildlife, 
while providing an educational 
resource and stunning scenic 
backdrop for visitors.



Siting 
Guidelines:

 Create a “Hub” of built amenities

 Cluster developed recreational uses

 Avoid impacting sensitive habitats

 Provide an outstanding user experience

 Construct sustainable trails/facilities

 Restore habitats to offset impacts

Organizational 
Diagram 



Trail types proposed

Shared-Use

Mountain Bike Optimized

Barrier Free (pedestrian)

Also Proposed:
• Nature Play 
• Explorer
• Gravel Roads

No equestrian trails 
currently proposed

(Disciples of Dirt)

• Designed to be usable 
by all, without 
separation or 
segregated access for 
people with disabilities. 

(City of Eugene)

Delta Ponds



All proposed trails













Proposed facilities

Nature Play Trail: A fun, challenging, and safe trail for children 
to explore and experience the natural environment. Wil include 
unique play elements such as stepping-stones, obstacles, 
balance logs, swings, boulders, etc.

Disk Golf: 18-hole facility 
on approximately 20 acres

Pavilion: Educational 
programs and 
activities, gatherings, 
and storage of park 
related equipment.

Pavilion example from Grand Prairie, Texas



Mountain Bike Park: A 50-acre designated 
area for concentrated mountain bike 
optimized trails with features such as 
stacked loops, technical trail features, skills 
area, pump track, flow trail, bicycle cleaning 
station, etc. Will serve riders of all abilities.

(Photos Disciples of Dirt and City of Boulder)



Valmont Bike 
Park in Boulder 

Colorado (40 
acres) 



Additional proposed facilities
 Parking area: on-site parking area (50-100 vehicles)

 Rest rooms

 A reservable group camping area: Initially to host overnight groups 
associated with  the City’s Recreation Program

 Botanical Demonstration Area(s):  Designated area(s) to interpret 
native habitat, pollinators, rare species, ethnobotanical plants, etc.

 Site History Zone: An area to interpret natural and human history of 
the site.

• Tree swings

• Canopy walk

• Hammock grove

• Park host

• Other?

Others to consider:







Next Steps

 Park walking tours (winter/spring 2020)
 Compile and review public input (by February 2020)
 Refine and finalize Master Plan (spring 2020)
 Implement Master Plan (2020-2040)

Near-term implementation priorities:
 Upgrade access road and construct parking area
 Construct Ridgeline Trail from Mount Baldy to East Saddle 

(or LCC if funding adequate) 
 Construct mountain bike optimized trail from Mount Baldy 

to East Saddle
 Continuation of habitat management and restoration 

activities



How to provide feedback

 Speak directly to City staff tonight
 Complete Survey: http://engage.eugene-or.gov/arliepark

Survey closes on January 15, 2020    

View from Suzanne Arlie Park looking west toward Spencer Butte (Paul Gordon)

http://engage.eugene-or.gov/arliepark
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