Bethel Becomes Green(er)!
A Waste Reduction Grant provided by the
City of Eugene

Grant goals for Bethel School District
Bethel School District has several goals for implementing the Waste Reduction
Grant from the City of Eugene. Year Five goals (2018/2019) were as follows:

1. Continue kitchen composting in all Bethel Schools and encourage

2.
3.
4.
5.

remaining schools to compost during lunch. (Continue lunchroom
composting at Irving, Clear Lake, Shasta and Malabon.)
Offer stand-alone lessons from “I can make a difference” and waste audits
to interested staff. Re-design lessons to align with new science curriculum.
Hold Waste-Free lunches at interested schools.
Continue the re-usable water bottle project.
Continue to update and build the program webpage, including adding a
registration database to promote and simplify activity participation.

Goal 1: Continue kitchen composting in all Bethel Schools and
encourage remaining schools to compost during lunch. (Continue
lunchroom composting at Irving, Clear Lake, Shasta and Malabon).
All eleven of our Bethel schools
participate in some sort of Love Food Not
Waste (LFNW) waste prevention
programming. All schools compost in the
kitchen, and four of our schools compost
in the lunchroom as well.
Willamette is interested in developing a
plan for how they might tackle cafeteria
composting with an open campus. We
didn’t get very far along in our planning
but hopefully the talks will continue and a
strategy for implementation will be
devised.

Goal 1:

Number of students served in LFNW:

2018/2019:
Kalapuya:103
Shasta: 416
Cascade: 330
Willamette: 1372

Fairfield: 406
Malabon: 410

2018/2019:
Clear Lake: 247
Danebo: 296
Meadow View: 790
Prairie Mountain:
670
Irving: 337

Total Number of Students served: 5377

Goal 1:

Amount of waste diverted from trash
With eleven schools
participating, and
tracking beginning in
September, 5008
gallons (41,794 lbs.) of
compost were diverted
from the trash for the
school year.

Goal 2: Offer stand-alone lessons from “I can make a difference”
and waste audits to interested staff. Re-design lessons to go with
new science curriculum.

In only our second year of adopting
new science curriculum, teachers
were still working through how best
to implement it. This meant that not
many staff volunteered to have
curriculum taught, but it did allow
ample time for re-designing
curriculum to dovetail with the
newly adopted curriculum.Several
classes were recruited who were
taught lessons on the new recycling
guidelines, making “treasure” from
trash (mostly plastic), how to create
less waste, and decorating used
bags to donate back to grocery
stores for reuse.

Goal 2:

Examples of lessons taught...

Goal 2:
3:

More examples of lessons taught...

Goal 3: Hold waste-free lunches at interested schools

This goal was not met. Schools did not express interest in holding a
waste-free lunch this year.

Goal 4: Continue reusable water bottle program.
Red-Rex, the Monster
Re-User visited Prairie
Mountain, Meadow View,
Danebo and Fairfield first
grades. A presentation was
given focusing on the
problem with plastic water
bottles. Reuse was
encouraged and all
students were given a
stainless steel water bottle.

Goal 4:

How was it implemented?

Several times throughout the school year, a surprise visit was made
and students earned stickers on their water bottle if “caught” using
them at
school. Other
ideas for
re-using
items at
home were
discussed as
well.

Goal 4:

How many succeeded?
At the end of the
2018/2019 school year,
209 out of 268 students
(77%) had their water
bottle at school on the
day of Red-Rex’s final
visit. Students earned a
re-usable cinch sack, a
monster key chain and a
card, certifying them as a
“Monster-Re-user”!

Goal 5:

Offer worm bin composting unit to interested
teachers.

The teacher who implemented
this project last year is no
longer teaching in our district.
Unfortunately, only one teacher
expressed an interest in worm
bin composting, but again, this
may be due to adopting a new
science curriculum district wide.
It remains to be determined if
this will be an option on a menu
of lesson choices for next year.

Goal 6: Continue to update and build the program webpage, including
adding a registration database to promote and simplify activity participation

A webpage detailing all of
the projects is in use. It is
updated and added to
regularly. The registration
database will be available
in the fall. The website
can be visited at:
http://blogs.bethel.k12.or.us/cbechen2/

Who was involved?

Total staff hours: 149
Number of Volunteers: 13
Volunteer Hours: 130

●

Grant Administration: Cathy Bechen, Bethel School District

●

Love Food Not Waste: Deveron Musgrave, Ben Zublin, Kitchen staff from 11 schools,
students from 4 schools

●

Curriculum Development and Implementation: Jan Bloom, retired teacher; Cathy Bechen,
Bethel School District; Teachers: Rick Abeene, Laurie Aley, Clair Manley, Leslee Simmons

●

Waste-Free lunch: Cathy Bechen, Jennie Kolpak, Nutrition Services, Kitchen staff.

●

Reusable water bottle program: Jeannine Parisi, EWEB, Cathy Bechen and Jan Bloom;
Cally Young, Edica Liebl, Terry Vreim, teachers at Meadow View School; Angela Johnson,
Lisa Cunningham, teachers at Danebo; Robin Hanson, Meryni Hall, teachers at Prairie
Mountain; Elizabeth Schunk and Talor Kirk, teachers at Fairfield.

●

Development of webpage: Cathy Bechen, Bethel School District

Looking ahead-goals for further
implementation………………..
Our goals for the 2019/2020 school year include:
1. Continue composting in all Bethel Schools. Offer
stipends for Building Green Team Coordinators who will
oversee green projects as well as implementing
cafeteria composting.
2. Offer a variety of lessons around the theme, “I can
make a difference.”
3. Continue the re-usable water bottle project.
4. Continue to update and build the program webpage.

Thank you to the City of Eugene’s
Recycling and Solid Waste Department
for making this grant available to
Bethel schools.

