Democratic congressional
leaders dug in Wednesday for
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case for a wall on the southwestern border and rejected

meeting, who described it on
the condition of anonymity.

See SHUTDOWN, A4
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Bob Wiese pets his dog Jake in the apartment they share in the Ya-Po-Ah Terrace. The complex is set to be remodeled ﬂoor-by-ﬂoor starting
early this year. [CHRIS PIETSCH/THE REGISTER-GUARD]

Changes at Eugene’s tallest building
A renovation will
ensure that Ya-Po-Ah
Terrace residents can
continue to receive
subsidized housing
By Christian Hill
The Register-Guard

As 2018 was winding down,
the resident-organized New
Year’s Eve pajama party
wasn’t the sole source of
anticipation building inside
Eugene’s tallest high-rise.

The start of the new year
will launch the biggest renovation project in the history
of Ya-Po-Ah Terrace,
months after the 18-story
building on Pearl Street
turned 50 years old.
The two-year, $29 million
construction project will
bring new comforts to the
building’s residents but, most
importantly, ensure that its
210 units of subsidized housing for senior citizens aged
62 and older is available for

decades to come. The project
will be paid for exclusively
with public funding through
both the federal low income
housing tax credit program as
well as state and city dollars.
The project financing closed
on Dec. 21.
Without Ya-Po-Ah
Terrace, local officials said,
these retirees likely would be
priced out of a rental market
that many working families
can’t afford. The residents
could lose their independent

livelihood or, possibly, face
homelessness. The average
age of the building’s tenants
is 76 years and their average
annual income is $15,910,
mostly drawn from Social
Security, according to city
statistics.
“I would be telling my kids,
‘Guess what, Dad’s coming to
Nebraska,’” said Bob Wiese,
78, who’s lived at Ya-Po-Ah
Terrace for 16 years.
See CHANGES, A4
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“Could be a long time, sure would devote $1.3
or it could be quickly,” billion to border secuTrump said of resolving rity measures, such as
Copy“It’s
Reduced
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original
to
the shutdown.
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Democratic officials said
they had received no
formal invitation to do so.
fit letter
pageof evening
In a pair

funding lapse, saying $2.5
billion in border security
spending was insufficient. In the hours before
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He shares a one-bedroom apartment with his
8-year-old dog, a Lhasa
apso-poodle mix named
Jake. He pays $473 a
month in rent for his
fourth-floor apartment.
The building was
the brainchild of the
Evergreen Union
Retirement Association,
a private nonprofit organization formed by five
local labor unions that
saw a community need
for low-cost housing for
senior citizens in Eugene.
The association continues
to own the building and
contracts with Portlandbased Manor Management
Services to operate it.
The building’s name
means “very high place”
in the language of the
Kalapuya Indians who
inhabited the Willamette
Valley prior to the arrival
of white settlers.
Its location at the foot
of Skinner Butte proved
controversial as it partially blocked the view of
— and from — Eugene’s
landmark geographic
feature. In response,
city officials approved
building height limits in
portions of downtown
and the Whiteaker neighborhood, regulations that
remain in place but were
amended earlier this
year to accommodate the
planned expansion of Fifth
Street Public Market.
The association
secured construction
loans through the federal
Department of Housing
and Urban Development
through its Section
202
program.
Today, Ya-Po-Ah Terrace
receives about $700,000
a year in federal rent
subsidies.
In August, the subsidy agreement with
HUD was set to expire.
Patrick O’Toole, Manor
Management’s property manager, said the
rehabilitation project
was “absolutely vital” to
securing a new 20-year
subsidy agreement that
can be extended another
two decades.
Developers had reached
out to Evergreen’s board
of directors about potentially selling the building
and converting it to market-rate housing, but
O’Toole said the owners
would have none of it.
“These guys never
even thought about it or
wavered,” he said.
Portland-based Walsh
Construction is the project’s general contractor.
Crews already have fenced
off a staging area and the

Accounts like Di
Lauro’s — describing episodes of sexual
harassment and demeaning treatment as well as
pay disparity in Sanders’
2016 campaign — have
circulated in recent
weeks in emails, online
comments and private discussions among
former supporters.
Now, as the independent Vermont senator
tries to build support for
a second run at the White
House, his perceived
failure to address this
issue has damaged his
progressive bona fides,
delegates and nearly a
dozen former state and
national staff members
said in interviews during
the last month.
And it has raised
questions among them
about whether he can
adequately fight for the
interests of women, who
have increasingly defined
the Democratic Party in
the Trump era, if he runs
again for the presidential
nomination in 2020.
The former staff members said complaints
about mistreatment and
pay disparity during and
just after the campaign
reached some senior
leaders of the operation.
In an interview
Wednesday night on
CNN, Sanders said he
was proud of his 2016
campaign and attributed any missteps
with staff members to
the explosive growth

The biggest renovation project in Ya-Po-Ah Terrace’s history
is set to begin this year. [CHRIS PIETSCH/THE REGISTER-GUARD]

work will quickly ramp
up now that the holiday season has passed.
Workers will install both
a construction elevator
on the building’s east side
and hydraulic lifts on its
front and back — visible
features that will remain
for the project’s duration.
Once finished, Eugene
residents will see little
difference in the building’s workmanlike
exterior, although its line
will be slightly cleaner.
The building is getting
air-conditioning, so the
portable units that stick
out of many of the windows will disappear.
The building’s tenants,
however, are excited
about the world of difference they’ll experience
inside.
The air conditioning
means they will no longer
have to open windows to
cool their apartment on
hot days — and hear the
full blast of the horns from
trains that run a short
distance from Ya-Po-Ah
Terrace. And crews
will install thicker and
better-insulated walls
and windows to further
muffle the noise. The city
is working to establish a
“quiet zone” that would
silence the horns as trains
run downtown in the
future.
With the horns blasting, the sound level on
the south side Ya-Po-Ah
Terrace can exceed 75
decibels, deemed unacceptable under federal
noise standards.
“People won’t be complaining about the train as
much,” said Lola Frank,
88, who lives on the building’s eighth floor.
Another benefit will
be new plumbing and
shut-offs for individual
apartments. Currently, if
there’s a plumbing problem in one apartment,
workers must shut off
the water for an entire

vertical stack of apartments, inconveniencing
many residents instead of
just one.
“The building is well
maintained but there
are just things that we
can’t do without doing
this rehab,” said Kelsey
Weilbrenner, the building’s administrator.
The project also will add
energy-efficient lighting,
more parking stalls for
disabled people, a new
fire alarm system and
upgraded fire suppression
equipment.
But the work won’t be
without a major inconvenience for Ya-Po-Ah
Terrace residents as
they’ll have to live elsewhere for up to 10 weeks
while their floor is under
construction. The moveouts will begin in February
or March.
The residents will move
into long-stay hotels,
other apartments or
vacant units within the
building, Weilbrenner
said.
Frank and Wiese were
taking the coming move
in stride, seeing it as a
chance for a change of
scenery.
“I try to tell myself it’s
going to be a big adventure,” Frank said.
Wiese said he’s sure the
first 14 residents to move
out will be “bombarded”
with questions upon
their return to Ya-Po-Ah
Terrace.
Frank said leaving won’t
be easy but she’s looking
forward to the comforts
of a Ya-Po-Ah Terrace
ready to serve the housing
needs of the community’s
senior citizens for another
half-century.
“This is my home,” she
said, “and I’ll be so glad to
get back to it.”
Follow Christian Hill
on Twitter @RGchill.
Email christian.hill@
registerguard.com.
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Either way, investors
are bound to grow nervous, especially after the
stock market’s recent
gyrations. Tech stocks,
which drove much of the
bull market of the past few
years, could be a drag on
it now.
With more than 40
stores and hundreds of
millions of iPhones sold
in the country, few U.S.
companies have been as
successful as Apple in
China — or have as much
to lose. China is Apple’s
third-largest market,
with nearly $52 billion in
sales in the company’s
most recent fiscal year,
mostly from iPhone sales.
The company said it
expected revenue of about
$84 billion in the quarter
that ended Saturday,

billion, Trump said during
a Cabinet meeting, hours
before the Situation Room
Page : A04
meeting.

that was sometimes
overwhelming.
“I’m not going to sit
here and tell you that
we did everything right,
in terms of human
resources,” he told
Anderson Cooper.
“I certainly apologize to any woman who
felt she was not treated
appropriately, and of
course if I run we will do
better the next time,” he
said.
Asked if he knew about
the staff complaints, he
said, “I was a little bit
busy running around the
country trying to make
the case.”
Some women said the
fledgling 2016 campaign
was disorganized and
decentralized, which
made it hard to know who
to turn to in the case of
mistreatment.
“I did experience
sexual harassment during
the campaign, and there
was no one who would
or could help,” said
Samantha Davis, the
former director of operations in Texas and New
York, who also worked on
the campaign’s advance
team. She said that her
supervisor marginalized
her after she declined an
invitation to his hotel
room.
Two delegates who
supported Sanders two
years ago recently told
his staff that he cannot
run for president again
without addressing the
sexism they believe
surfaced in his last
campaign.
“There was an entire
wave of rotten sexual
harassment that seemingly was never dealt

down from a previous
estimate of $89 billion to
$93 billion. That would be
a nearly 5 percent decline
from the same quarter a
year ago.
Apple’s chief executive,
Tim Cook, said the sales
decline in China, Hong
Kong and Taiwan would
exceed the $4.3 billion
overall drop in revenue.
“While we anticipated
some challenges in key
emerging markets, we did
not foresee the magnitude
of the economic deceleration, particularly in
greater China,” Cook said
in a letter to investors.
“We believe the economic
environment in China has
been further impacted by
rising trade tensions with
the United States.”
Apple’s revenue warnings sent its shares down
more than 7 percent
in after-hours trading
Wednesday evening,
dropping its market value
to less than $700 billion.
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