Values Statements: Parks & Natural Resources
The following values statements were created by members of the Parks & Natural Resources
Working Group at a workshop on February 7, 2018, and added to by Working Group members
through an online survey. These values statements will inform the creation of a Community Vision
showing how the neighborhood will look, feel, and function over the next 20 years.
























Bike paths and sidewalks to parks,
connections!
Youth, seniors, families
River and shore
Food security
People doing things together,
community building
Safe, usable river bank, parks and
recreation including RRPD
Protect and enhance native habitat for
birds and pollinators
Resource use, sand and gravel, protect- recognize use, value
Connection to schools, parks ↔schools
Developed recreational activities, safe and accessible
A consistent and comprehensive commitment to preserve nature and native habitat (especially
the river), sensible, low density development that lives in harmony with nature; housing…
needed, yes, but with low density; planet health, “green” in multiple senses
Places to play
o Kids, families, dogs
Representation, being heard
Accessibility
Planet health
o Global warming, habitat, pollinators
Parks and natural resources
Sustainable funding
Water table health, storm water
Soil—protections/maintain
Safety in recreation, accessibility
We value our parks and open spaces, especially the river and the river path. We value our park
and recreation services. We value neighbors working together to enhance the beautiful natural
park spaces including native plant restoration projects along the greenway.
Access to Willamette River, gardens, trees
Having parks nearby our homes that are safe and free of contaminants seems important to most
respondents. I see a theme that it is important to use our park spaces to promote community
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where possible. I also think that promoting resiliency by looking into the possibility of adding
edible landscaping to our parks where possible should be done. Such programs may even be
supported by community involvement.
We value the Willamette River and the area adjacent to it along the riverbank as a park. It is the
only place in town available to most of us where we can get away from cars, buildings and walk
in a greenway undisturbed by development. This area is already very narrow and limited.
Developing it more will diminish its value as a separate from hurried, noisy, crowded areas.
Once this is lost it will not be returned for my and anyone else living's lifetime. Homes can be
built in many areas but once that land along the river is lost it is lost for good. As the city
develops its value will rise as now we look back at the original idea of a bike path and realize
that without that will to set aside land for recreation we will be left without one of the treasures
of Eugene and a wonderful place for people to play or relax. Don't reduce its size any further.
Twenty years from now such a mistake will be more obvious. Try to think long term about the
future of the city and this area in particular.
The big, beautiful Willamette River and Greenway corridor as an important natural area, wildlife
corridor, provider of ecosystem services, and contributor to our neighborhood character and
quality of life
Green, not Gray, parks and streetscapes- that is, with large canopy trees, natural drainage, and
ecologically functional landscaping
Existing park and recreation services provided by local park district.
Local parks within walking distance on the west side of River Rd. Remnant orchards and
undeveloped parcels have value as potential new public parks or community gardens in this
area.
Clean air, clean groundwater/wells, clean river and creeks, good soils
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