Picture. Plan. Play.
A Vision and Implementation Plan for
Eugene’s Parks and Recreation System

DRAFT
November 29, 2017

The vision for parks
and recreation in
Eugene is a system
of beautiful, inspiring
places that foster
personal, community
and environmental
health.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Imagine what Eugene would be like without the Riverfront
parks and bike path? Without Spencer Butte anchoring the
Ridgeline trail? Without Amazon Pool or Petersen Barn?
Without Delta Ponds or the West Eugene Wetlands?
We have previous generations to thank for these places.

What are the places that future generations will thank us for?
For the past three years, Eugene residents have offered their perspective

on both this question of long-term legacy and prioritizing limited resources
in the short-term. With over 12,000 individuals contributing their voice to
this effort, a greenprint for the future is clear.

“I got to just walk
down barefoot
and lay in the
grass with my
dog.”

“Really enjoying it rain or shine.”

The vision for parks and recreation in Eugene is a system of
beautiful, inspiring places that foster personal, community
and environmental health while upholding these four core
principles:

• Care for and make the most of what we have
• Serve the entire community
• Create more connections
• Build better partnerships

These guiding principles respond to current challenges and look forward
in anticipation of a growing population whose reliance on parks and
recreation will become even more central to preserving Eugene’s
exceptional quality of life.

Picture. Plan. Play. A Vision and Implementation Plan for Eugene’s Parks
and Recreation System documents the relationship between the residents
of Eugene and their parks and recreation system and offers detailed
recommendations for a healthier future for all.
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THE BACKGROUND:
INTRODUCTION
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THE NEED:
SYSTEM FINDINGS

3

THE PLAN:
30-YEAR VISION

An overview of Eugene’s Parks and
Recreation system - the benefits it
provides, its historic roots, and the
partnerships on which it relies.

A summary of the 2016 Needs
Assessment that identifies strengths,
challenges and trends that influence
parks and recreation in Eugene.

Sixteen goals comprise the longterm vision and correlate to the
guiding principles.

These goals are further defined by
detailed recommendations for the
following facilities:
•
•

•
•

Recreation Facilities
(Community Centers, Pools and
Other Recreation Facilities)

Developed Parks (Playgrounds
and Spray Play, Sports Fields,
Courts, Specialty Recreation, and
Fundamentals)
Natural Areas (Habitat, Trails
and River Access)

Connections (Paths,
Neighborhood Greenways and
Green Streets)

System-wide Goals
Care for and make the most of what we have:
1. Secure sustainable funding for maintaining existing parks and allowing for future growth of the parks and
recreation system.

2. Secure sustainable funding to improve security and reduce illicit activities such as encampments and dumping,
vandalism and graffiti.
3. Renovate and expand existing community centers and pools to meet Eugene’s growing population and
recreational programming trends, while consolidating facilities, partnering with other agencies, and improving
energy efficiency where possible.
4. Reinvest in existing parks throughout the city that are in need of enhancement, restoration, or repair.

5. Re-energize downtown open spaces and enhance our connection to the arts, to our local economy and to each
other.

Serve the entire community:

6. Build new multi-purpose community centers and pools in areas of town that are currently unserved (Santa Clara
and Southwest Eugene), partnering with other agencies when feasible.
7. Acquire and develop neighborhood and community parks and amenities in areas that are underserved.

8. Build facilities that welcome all Eugeneans including accessible play areas, fitness stations and multi-cultural
amenities.

Create more connections:

9. Connect Eugeneans to the water with improved access to the Willamette River for wading, fishing, paddling and
nature viewing. Enhance paddling opportunities in the Alton Baker Park Canoe Canal and along lower Amazon
Creek.
10. Fill in the gaps to form an interconnected open space system, including pivotal acquisitions along the
Willamette and McKenzie Rivers, the Ridgeline Trail, a northern “farm belt” path, and regional connections to Mt.
Pisgah and Fern Ridge Reservoir.
11. Make every doorstep a trailhead by providing safe and pleasant walking and cycling experiences on paths and
city streets throughout Eugene (Neighborhood Greenways).
12. Further the parks and recreation system’s capacity to serve as critical infrastructure for clean air, clean water,
flood control, carbon sequestration, and disaster resilience.

Build better partnerships:

13. Work towards a community-school model that brings multiple agencies and service providers together to
ensure kids and families have what they need to be successful in school and in life.
14. Build a sports field complex that will accommodate growing local demands, while also hosting regional
tournaments that increase community economic prosperity.

15. Leverage public dollars with private dollars through sponsorships, endowments, and new revenue-generating
facilities.
16. Partner with non-profits, neighborhoods and service groups to enhance the value of parks and recreation
assets, programs and services while building community.
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THE STEPS: 10-YEAR
IMPLEMENTATION PLAN

Two priorities are the focus of plan implementation in
the short-term:
•

•

Identify operational and maintenance funding to
adequately care for existing parks and to allow for
development of new parks in neighborhoods that
are underserved.

Identify capital funding to make repairs and
improvements to community centers, pools and
parks in need to protect system assets and enhance
functionality.
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APPENDIX

The following detailed information is included in the
appendix:

• Planning District Summaries and Recommendations
o Bethel
o City Central
o River Road/Santa Clara
o South East
o South West
o Willakenzie
o City-wide
• Park and Playground Service Area Map

• Inventory of Parks and Recreation Facilities

