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Connections
 clean water

from raindrop to river
Spring 2017Published by the City of Eugene Stormwater Management Programhappyrivers.org
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Ythat street design has 

years. New crosswalks 
and bike lanes make roads 

the parking strip between 
the street and the sidewalk. 
These street-side plant-
ing strips are stormwater 
planters, and are part of an 

along the sides of the street 
-

plants and soil. These sys-

as fertilizers, oil and dirt and slow down the water to help 

particles that help water to penetrate deeply, and organ-

breakdown of chemicals. Plant roots also add oxygen to the 

soil or absorbed by plants.

-
tration. The main component is concrete, a material that 

Small steps, big changes
Healthy yard care begins with thoughtful pest management

Pesky bugs, unwanted weeds and unhealthy plants can be 
-

continued on page 3

continued on page 5

The stormwater planter at 
East 29th Avenue and 
Amazon Parkway (top) is 

runoff. Many native plants,
including the spreading rush
(above) are chosen for thessee 
planters as they can hanandlee 
both our wet winteerrs andand drryy 
ssummer monthhss.

Are recent news stories 

about the health  

consequences and  

regulation of pesticides 

inspiring you to explore 

a more natural approach 

to yard care? Learn 

about less-toxic options 

page 5.  
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Variety of Fish Indicates 
Healthy Habitat

T  
 

 

-

-

decide if and when changes might need to be made. 
-

-

-
-

-

 

Reduce Waste at Events

-

-

“Disposable water bottles are probably the single largest 

-

-

great option. 

-

Streets. Use of the stations 

 

-

 
or call 541-682-6842. 

Native fish captured:
Speckled dace
Northern pikeminnow

Non-native fish captured:

Disposable plastic water bottles are a  
major source of waste in the US— 

particularly at large gatherings. Only a 
fraction of these bottles are ever recycled.

W
illam

ette River

D
el

ta
 P

on
ds S

ide Channel

Photo by Philip Bayles

In the photo below (from 2012), you can see where the  
Delta Ponds connects to the Willamette River just north of 

 
 

the main river.  
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the planter. Newer planters are designed with an inlet that 

 
large storms.  

What makes the plantings so special?

-

tolerance, deep roots, hardiness and physical ability to 
catch trash and debris in their foliage. These plantings help 

organic matter to the soil. 

-
-

-

Slough sedge (Carex obnupta)

-

tall. This plant can spread by roots as well as by seed and 

Spreading rush (Juncus patens)

of the planter. It grows to 2 feet tall and spreads by roots 

-

Oregon sunshine (Eriophyllum lanatum)

Oregon iris (Iris tenax)

This low-growing plant spreads from rhizome (a root-like 

slopes of a stormwater planting. 
Oregon grape (Mahonia aquifolium)

soil conditions and performs well on the sides of stormwa-
-

medicinally and as a yellow dye for baskets.
Osoberry (Oemleria cerasiformis)

-

means a male and a female plant are needed in order to 

them, please contact Fred Lockhart, stormwater  

 
 

Many native wetland plants from our region,  
including these featured here, are excellent at removing 
pollution and provide food and habitat for wildlife. 

Plants shown—A. Slough sedge, B. Oregon grape,  

C. Osoberry, D. Oregon sunshine, E. Oregon iris

A B

C D

E

Stormwater Plantings continued from page 1
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Solutions for soggy yards
Is your yard wet? You are not alone.  

E
-

ed in some spongy lawns.  
-

-

soils. Basically, the water 
has no place to go.  

water depends on how 

where the water is. If the 
water is near the home, a French drain, or perimeter drain 
may be an option.  When installed correctly, French drains 

from the home. The key is proper installation and slope 

lawn. T -
den hose and see if it drains free. If there is blockage in an 

consider installing a new line. 

changing plants or trees, amending the soil to break down 
clay, and aerating the soil are all options that may help 

might be soil amendments that can help water drain, or it 

call 541-682-8400 or stop by the Permit & Information 
th

ditch or channel?  

-

the rainy season, they may keep water from spilling onto 

Ditches and swales are part of your  
neighborhood’s network for managing 

stormwater runoff and reducing flooding. 

-
ty, damage the neighborhood stormwater pond, or make it 

Here’s an example of an innocent mistake made by a 

-

Similarly, a ditch or swale 

-
water pond or stream. 

can’t do anything with a 
swale or ditch? Not neces-

it’s an important part of 

and was designed to ben-

to make changes, check 
with the staff at the Permit 

call 541-682-8400 to make 

 
 

Debris disposal  
options
When grass clippings  

or yard debris pile up,  

consider these options:

◆  Grass clippings can be 

used as mulch around 

plants in your yard, or put 

into a compost pile. 

◆  Waste haulers in our  

area provide residents with 

a yard waste container that 

can be put out on trash 

pickup days. 

◆  Branches or brush can be 

taken to local yard debris 

recyclers such as Rexius or 

Lane Forest Products.  

While an empty drainage channel may look like a good 
landscape project or a great place to dump yard waste, 

when the rain returns. 
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-

-

to food, water, and hiding places. Understanding the basic 

Here are some tips for starting IPM in 
your garden:

1. 

affect them.
2. 

of plants will help the plants protect each other from pests. 

3. 

plants, adding compost, and 

4. 

5. 

and birds eat many pests. 
-

-

6. 

and damaged plants. Tilling can eliminate many weeds as 

door for pests.
7. 

what works and what doesn’t while experimenting with 

Bugs: Invite the ‘good 
guys’ to dinner
B

aphids, ants, bagworms, bee-
tles, borers, caterpillars, crickets, chiggers, , 

, grasshoppers, leaf hoppers, 
leaf miners, , , nematodes
spider mites, roaches, scale, , , thrips and 

-

-

-

Ladybugs, also called lady beetles or ladybird beetles, 

many insects, especially 
aphids and other sap feed-

may eat as many as 5,000 

lady beetles can be yellow, 
pink, orange, red, or black, 

with distinct spots. This is a 
type of warning coloration 

Green lacewings 

-
ators of many types of soft 
bodied insects and insect 
eggs. Lacewings are com-

and fall and their contri-

immense. 

-

-
cial stage of the lacewing life cycle for gardeners.  

A word about weeds

treatments rather than treating the entire yard. 

Consider this principle of ecology – 
everything is linked to everything else

This is why pesticides often have unintended 

consequences. For example, don’t be surprised 

if songbirds leave your yard after pesticides 

have been sprayed. Many birds are directly 

harmed by pesticides; others leave because the 

insects they feed on have been killed.

Small Steps continued from page 1
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Stormwater seepage 
can waste resources 
T -

-

-

Problems occur when stormwater finds ways to  
seep or drain into the wastewater system (for  
example, at this broken joint), creating extra  
load for the treatment plant. 

What are inflow and infiltration?

-

-

Reducing I/I from the public system

-

-
tions, and pipeline replacement or repair.

Private lateral lines—you can help 

• 

-

areas or the stormwater drainage system. 
• 

cap is on tight and the pipe has not been damaged.
• -

• 

line repaired or replaced by a licensed contractor.
• 

 
  

-
-

-

-
-

ing a three percent increase 
for regional wastewater 

-

proposed rate changes will 
-
-

water per month. 
Look for additional rate 

-

Eugene’s stormwater fees are used to: 
•  

and waterways
•  
•  
•  Protect, restore, and maintain waterways
•  
•  

•  
•  

•  
•   

sampling and data analysis
Each year, stormwater funds allow us to:

•  
•  
•  
•  

Utility fee increase maintains current service levels

 

some residents who are not affected by this increase. 

Common areas where inflow and infiltration occur

1

1

2

3
4

2

3

On Private Property:

1.
roof drain connections 

2.

3.

4.

In Public System:

1. 
lateral or main pipes

2. 

3.

Want to learn more about what we do to  
keep Eugene’s stormwater safe and clean? 

A new 8 ½ minute video presents an overview of the  
variety of stormwater programs and services, including 
infrastructure, leaf pick up, household hazardous waste 
disposal and spill response.  
Find the link at happyrivers.org
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Eugene’s flood risk 
makes insurance a 
wise choice

-

Are you covered? 

-

-

 

 

-

-

goes into effect.

 
 

Visit us at 
 

h Friday 

 

Pilot program tests 
composting food waste 

 

Each year, Eugene tosses 40 million 
pounds of food into the local landfill. Half 
of this food waste comes from homes.

-

food waste collection pilot program. The program makes 
it easier for residents in single-family homes to recycle 

-

 
web address is  

e  

MYTH: “My standard 
homeowners insurance 
will cover me if my house is 
damaged or destroyed in a 

FACT: Homeowners 
insurance does not cover 

-
chased through your 
insurance agent or com-
pany, is the only guar-

coverage available for 

 MYTH: “Flood insur-
ance is only available for 

FACT: Flood insur-
ance is available for 
both buildings and 

renters may purchase 

 MYTH: “I can only 
-

ance through the federal 

FACT: You can buy 

through most major 
private insurance com-
panies and licensed 
property insurance 
agents who sell home 
owners’ or property 

happyrivers.org

Clean Water Connections is 
published by the City of Eugene 

Public Works Department 
to enhance awareness of 

stormwater and related surface 
water management issues.

 

Senior Editor:  Design: 

Thanks to our contributing writers: 
 

Residents in the food recycling pilot areas are able to 
dispose of food waste in yard debris containers. 
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Let’s go! For more information, visit 
eugene-or.gov/pwday or call 541-682-4800.

Lily’s 
Pad

an educational page for learners of all ages!

It’s Free! It’s Fun! It’s the  
Open House!

Take a behind-the-sce

 
Police and Fire Departments.

Thursday, May 18 from 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
1820 Roosevelt Boulevard

Convenient bus, van and bicycle parking is available. LTD also  
has a bus stop right across from the yard’s main entrance.  

Come see me at Public Works 
Day! It’s a blast!

Stormwater in Summer? Yes! 
The word “stormwater” sounds like it must mean water that comes from storms, right? 

And it is true that rain, snow and ice storms are the largest sources of stormwater in our 

community. But when we are thinking of ways to keep pollution out of local rivers,  

a different definition is used. 

Stormwater includes anything that flows into 
the storm drain. 

Here’s a challenge: 

It is important for all of us to keep pollution out of the 
storm drain all year long. 

 

 

really rains hard. 

Enjoy your summer fun—including splashing around in  
the sprinkler on a hot day.  Just be sure to keep the water  
in your yard and pollution free! 

Stormwater runoff 
comes from rain and 
snowmelt that flows 
over land or built 
surfaces—such 
as paved streets, 
parking lots, and 
building rooftops —
that does not soak 
into the ground. 
People also create 
runoff with hoses 
and sprinklers that 
can carry pollution 
down to the nearby 
storm drain.


