envision eugene
Spotlight on
May 2013

Single Family Housing
To implement Envision Eugene’s Housing Affordability and Livability Pillars, work
is under way to introduce a greater variety of single family housing types into our
community. One strategy includes promoting the construction of secondary dwelling
units (sometimes referred to as granny flats or mother-in-law units) and alley access
housing throughout the city, along with design standards to ensure the new homes
fit with the neighborhood.
Another strategy involves the creation of new tools to promote the construction of
attached and clustered housing types in certain areas. Smaller, more compact forms
of single family housing can fill a gap in Eugene’s current housing supply for single
person households, couples and small families, while taking advantage of existing
infrastructure and enhancing the character of existing neighborhoods.
These strategies help accommodate a portion of the city’s 20 year need for single
family housing, and minimize the need for urban growth boundary expansion.

Alley Access Lot

Secondary Dwelling Units and Alley Housing
Building on the work of the Infill Compatibility Standards project, land use
code revisions are planned to promote secondary dwelling units by improving
compatibility, and clarifying ownership and occupancy requirements. A separate
but related project is underway to study the possibility of restructuring the system
development charges for such dwellings.
Land use code revisions are also planned to clarify the distinction between accessory
structures, such as garages and shops, and primary or secondary dwellings, while
promoting compatibility.
Work is also underway to allow for alley housing that would be built on lots created
off alleys in the R-1 Low Density Residential zone. These code revisions will include
standards to promote compatibility, such as maximum building size and height
requirements, sloped building setbacks and parking and driveway requirements. In
2009, alley lots were included in the new Jefferson-Westside Special Area Zone, along
with design standards. Consistent with the Infill Compatibility Standards process,
one of the goals of all three of these amendments is to reduce negative impacts to
neighborhoods while allowing compatible infill.
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Next steps include a Planning Commission work session on June 10 and an Open
House on a date to be announced soon. For more information, go to
www.envisioneugene.org > Implementation Projects > Land Use Code Amendments.
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Single Family Options Zone
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Land use code revisions are also being planned to make it easier to develop a variety
of compact single family housing types in the R-1 Low Density Residential zone. This
idea is being piloted in the South Willamette area through the Draft Concept Plan. In
this already developed part of the city, compact housing options can make it easier
to provide housing types that fit into the existing neighborhood fabric. Housing
types under consideration include row houses, courtyard houses and cottage
clusters, which will be guided by a new zoning district that emphasizes building
form, and that can be applied to other locations in the city, as appropriate.
The clustered housing concept is also being considered in the Crow Road
Re-designation Study. This area is being studied for re-designation to provide Low
Density Residential land in the future instead of the Medium Density Residential
(typically multi-family housing) that it is currently called for in the city’s long range
plan (the Metro Plan). Potential Crow Road zoning tools will aim to implement a less
urban feel as the area develops in the future. In this largely undeveloped area on the
edge of the city, clustered housing is a tool that can help preserve open space areas
for farming, livestock or other common uses. The Crow Road single family options
zone may have further applicability in other semi-rural parts of Eugene, such as River
Road and Laurel Hill Valley, in the future.
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Upcoming Meetings on Envision Eugene
Planning Commission meets in the Atrium Sloat Room, 99 West 10th Avenue.
City Council meets at Harris Hall, 125 East 8th Avenue.
• May 13th at 11:30: Planning Commission on Community Investment Strategies
• May 13th at 5:30: City Council on Multiple Unit Property Tax Exemption (MUPTE)
Program
• May 14th at 6 pm: Planning Commission hearings on Downtown /Mixed Use
Development and Storm Water Code Amendments
• May 15th at noon: City Council on EWEB Master Plan
• May 22th at noon: City Council on MUPTE Program
TBA: Open House for Secondary Dwelling Units and Alley Access Lots
Cluster Housing

See complete Envision Eugene project information on the web.
Visit www.envisioneugene.org for videos, recommendation
documents, and information on other implementation projects.
Like us on facebook, or send an email to envisioneugene@
ci.eugene.or.us to sign up for monthly e-mail updates.
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