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Area Planning: EWEB
Riverfront Master Plan
This month’s Spotlight focuses on the EWEB Riverfront Master Plan. The EWEB
riverfront property was identified as a potential redevelopment site in the 2004
Downtown Plan, which includes policies, implementation strategies, and projects to
establish an active, strong, and vibrant urban core connected to the river. With the
relocation of EWEB operations to West Eugene, the site is ripe for a transformation
from its industrial history to an opportunity area for jobs, housing, compact urban
development, livable neighborhoods, recreation and natural resource enhancements,
implementing many of the Envision Eugene Pillars.

Visioning Process

EWEB Riverfront

The EWEB riverfront property is uniquely located on the river in close proximity to
the downtown core. Its high profile location, potential to create a strong connection
between the downtown and river, and opportunity to contribute in new ways to
Eugene’s identity caught the attention and imagination of hundreds of community
members. Nine were appointed by the EWEB Board of Commissioners and City
Council to serve on a Community Advisory Team (CAT) to guide the development
of a master plan for the entire site. The CAT held over forty public meetings over the
course of two years to establish a framework to guide future redevelopment.
In addition to the numerous public meetings needed to build a shared vision, a
design charrette, stakeholder interviews, community presentations, and several
workshops gathered critical feedback on different designs. Over a thousand
community members dedicated their time and creative energy to this effort. The
resulting master plan establishes a balanced framework of private redevelopment
opportunities and new public open space, and the EWEB Board unanimously
approved the document in June 2010.

Kick-Off Meeting

The Master Plan Concept
The Master Plan envisions a green redevelopment of the property, with
approximately eight acres of dedicated public open space, new construction and
adaptive re-use of buildings, pedestrian-oriented streets connecting Downtown to
the Willamette River, and a cultural landscape that displays the ecological, social,
industrial, and civic history of the place. It establishes a framework of streets,
including a ‘Great Loop’ that connects 8th and 5th Avenues through the property,
identifies redevelopment parcels, and describes a set of allowable uses and land use
requirements.

Illustrative Plan
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Artist’s rendering of riverfront re-development

Implementation Tools
To implement the Master Plan vision, a new Specific Area Plan and Special Area
Zone seek to create new residential capacity along key transit corridors and a mix of
supporting neighborhood uses that complement downtown uses and are sensitive
to the riparian environment. Key features of the proposed development code
include:
• Customized development standards that enable the adaptive reuse of buildings,
including the Steam Plant, Operations Warehouse, and Midgley’s building.
• Sustainable development strategies, including green streets, eco-roofs, and
district energy systems.
• Policies and guidelines for riverfront park, open space, and cultural landscape
area improvements.
• A form-based code that promotes a consistent and active street frontage and
a pedestrian-friendly environment
• Parking standards that encourage underground, structured, or courtyard parking
and discourage large surface lots.
• Street design requirements that include wide sidewalks, curb extensions,
high-contrast crossings, and street trees.

Height Plan

A foundational underpinning to all these features is recognition of real constraints
associated with urban redevelopment by balancing flexibility to allow new ideas
to emerge with certainty around the types of uses allowed. Ultimately, a balanced,
realistic and feasible redevelopment approach is desired to encourage transition
of this property from its 100+ years of industrial history to a landmark mixed use
destination.
Next steps include a Planning Commission public hearing and deliberation
meetings. The City Council will hold its own meetings and hearings after the
Planning Commission forwards a recommendation. For more information, go to
www.envisioneugene.org > Implementation Projects > Area Planning > EWEB
Riverfront Master Plan.

Upcoming Planning Commission Meetings
• Tuesday, February 5 at 6 pm: EWEB Master Plan Hearing, Library Bascom-Tykeson Room
• Tuesday, February 19 at 11:30 am: EWEB Master Plan Deliberations, Atrium Sloat Room
• Monday, March 4 at 11:30 am: EWEB Master Plan Deliberations, Atrium Sloat Room

Street Section/Plan View

See complete Envision Eugene project information on the web. Visit www.
envisioneugene.org for videos, recommendation documents, and information
on other implementation projects. Like us on facebook, or send an email to
envisioneugene@ci.eugene.or.us to sign up for monthly e-mail updates.

