Commission Meeting Agenda
Wednesday, May 20th, 2020 - 5:30 p.m.
Zoom Webinar

Sustainability Commissioners: Chair-Kelsey Zlevor, Vice-Chair- Zach Mulholland, Howard Saxion, Ralph
McDonald, Art Farley, Doug Edwards, Kevin O’Brien, Jon Kloor, Greg Ringer, Laura Allen, Louisa de Heer, and
Julia Johnson Staff: Chelsea Clinton Absent: Councilor Emily Semple
Starting time
1. Opening (5 minutes)
5:30 p.m.
- Action item: review agenda
- Action item: approve minutes from February Meeting
2. Public comment (10 minutes)
5:35 p.m.
3. Commissioner response to public comment (5 minutes)
5:45 p.m.
4. Letter to the Budget Committee, and Other Budget Updates (20 minutes)
5:50 p.m.
5. Break (5 minutes)
6:10 p.m.
6. Work Plan Update (1 hour)
6:15 p.m.
•
•
•
•

How is the commission feeling in light of COVID?
Where is the commission currently in its work plan?
How does COVID impact remainder of the year and what is to be carried forward?
What is the commission’s role moving forward in light of COVID and sustainability efforts within the City?

7. Council communications and upcoming items ( 5 minutes)
8. Items from commissioners and staff (10 minutes)
Staff and Commissioner Updates
9. Closing: next meeting, other follow-up

7:15 p.m.
7:20 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

The next scheduled meeting of the Sustainability Commission will be on June 17, 2020.
Please visit City’s website regarding protocols for COVID-19. Meeting details for future
meetings will be posted when available on the Sustainability Commission website.

The Sustainability Commission welcomes your interest in these agenda items. All meetings are open to the
public and are wheelchair accessible. For the hearing impaired, an interpreter FM assistive listening system can
be provided with 48 hours notice prior to the meeting. Spanish language interpretation may also be provided
given 48 hours notice. To arrange for these services or for more information about this commission, contact
commission staff at 541-682-5649.
El sitio de la reunión tiene acceso para sillas de ruedas. Hay accesorios disponibles para personas con
afecciones del oído, o se les puede proveer un interprete avisando con 48 horas de anticipación. También se
provee el servicio de interpretes en idioma espanol avisando con 48 horas de anticipación. Para reservar estos
servicios llame a la recepcionista al 541-682-5649.

www.eugene-or.gov/sustainability

Commission Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, February 19, 2020 - 5:30 p.m.
Saul Room, Atrium Building, 3rd Floor
99 W. 10th Ave., Eugene

In attendance: Chair-Kelsey Zlevor, Vice-Chair- Zach Mulholland, Howard Saxion, Ralph McDonald, Art
Farley, Laura Allen, Louisa de Heer, Julia Johnson, Doug Edwards, Kevin O’Brien, and Councilor Emily
Semple
Staff: Chelsea Clinton, Mark Nystrom
Absent: Jon Kloor, Greg Ringer
Call to Order:
Chair Zlevor called the meeting to order. Chris Raimey from the Planning Commission was in attendance.
Action Item: Approve Agenda
Moved: Zach Mulholland
Seconded: Art Farley
Vote: All in favor
Action Item: Approved January Minutes
Moved: Zach Mulholland
Seconded: Art Farley
Vote: All in Favor, Kevin O’Brien abstained
Public Comment:
Steve Abbott provided testimony regarding EV charging. He encouraged the commission to push for more
highly visible public locations. Steve provided written testimony that is attached.
Jim Ball asked more about the 7.6% carbon reduction goal and what the source of this document. He also
mentioned that Councilor Zelenka suggested that the CAP2.0 be a living document and Jim agreed with
that commentary.
Debbie McGee suggested that the Commission use their influence to encourage the City Council to ban
any new natural gas infrastructure. She detailed the negative
Marc Robinowitz mentioned three issues: 1. He is upset about the recent aerial banning compromise. 2.
He is concerned about the new beltline highway expansion. 3. He is worried the pandemic that is
blossoming in China. He believes the pandemic will deeply impact the availability of parts, medicine, and
other important imports.
Anita Van Asperdt wants the City to focus on home charging for EVs. Most trips are under 40 miles. Home
charging is the most convenient and 90% of trips are under 100 miles. In 2-3 years there will be price
parity with gasoline cars.
Commissioner Response:
Zach thanked the audience for attending and suggested they attend the newly formed EV Committee.
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Art thanked Steve for his comments. He suggested that its important for individual and cultural actions
and that the idea of having publicly visible charging stations.
Ralph reminded the audience that the Sustainability Commission pushed for charging stations in new
residential construction. He expressed a lot of interest in EVs.
Laura asked about the NW Natural agreement. Councilor Semple stated that the City Council agreed to
vote to have a public hearing to extend the franchise agreement for 6 months. The Council does not
know what would happen if they did not extend the agreement.
Budget Process Discussion: Vicki Silvers and Twylla Miller, City of Eugene
Vicki provided an overview of the annual budget cycle. The slides that she used are available upon
request.
Zach asked staff how the best way to engage in the budget process. Staff pointed out that many of the
decisions are made at the department level and start with City Council stating goals and objectives. They
also suggested that the City has not done the best job at promoting the sustainability actions the City are
doing.
Howard asked what percentage of the budget is discretionary vs non-discretionary. Staff stated that
generally looking at the general fund that primarily comes from property taxes.
Howard also asked what the revenue forecast is for the City? Twylla suggested that the economy is stable
and expect that the budget should be relatively stable. She also encouraged the Sustainability
Commission attend the upcoming March budget meeting which will include forecasts.
Art asked about getting a line item for the Sustainability Commission to support programs and Chelsea
responded that she is currently investigating this option.
Louisa asked about how the City plans for disasters. Twylla stated that the City has an emergency
management committee.
Louisa discussed the work of the Air Quality Committee and used replacing wood stoves as an example.
Vicki suggested reaching out to City Council to make a policy around wood stoves. City Council would
propose a solution and then the City Manager would add it to the budget based on that policy.
Kelsey asked about best practices or ideas for rising revenue for big, aspirational projects for CAP2.0
related actions. Twylla said that this is an age-old problem. She suggested that tax and rate payers do not
want to pay more and that there is an equity concern about raising fees. Every community struggles with
this problem as the world and the needs get more complicated. Vicki added that there is an online
resource on the City’s Budget Page that has information on what previous groups investigated to raise
revenue. Kelsey followed up by asking what the best way to engage with the budget committee and Vicki
suggested using the email link on the Budget Committee webpage.
Zach asked about the unfunded needs assessment (UNA). Vicki provided a background on the UNA and
stated that it is an ongoing list and that it helps provide the public transparency on the decisions that they
have made. The UNA is created when departments request funding for programs that are not currently
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funded. Each request needs to be tied to some plan and often time spells out a need that the City will
need in the future.
Zach asked about the process for the revenue forecast. Twylla stated that there is a multistep program
that looks at current service levels and property tax revenue. The City also wants to keep a savings
account for dealing with unforeseen situations. Reserve levels also directly impact our bond ratings. She
also mentioned that any large program like parks or streets starts with at the Council level. Council will
request staff to start looking at this.
Doug asked if there is anything in the current budget for climate work. Twylla stated that those dollars are
in the UNA but there would need to be a specific request. Doug followed up by asking if something came
out of the CAP2.0 work where would the budget request. Twylla stated that the budget started right now
and that there is a supplemental budget in December. Doug asked where do final cuts get made? Vicki
described how the City Manager proposes the budget and that there is a lot of back and forth between
the staff, the City Manager, and Council.
Louisa asked about population growth and the unannexed properties in Eugene. Twylla stated that the
City uses Portland State Population forecasts. In the past the City has done an analysis of annexation in
the past.
Kevin thanked staff for making the presentation.
Committee Proposals (see agenda for descriptions):
Action item: Dashboard committee proposal
Members: Laura, Zach, Howard
Moved: Zach
Seconded: Laura
Vote: All in favor, Louisa abstained
Action item: Fossil Fuel Bond Committee Proposal
Members: Laura, Art, Ralph
Moved: Ralph
Seconded: Art
Vote: All in Favor
Action item: Budget Committee proposal
Members: Zach, Julia, Kelsey
Moved: Julia
Seconded: Doug
Vote: All in favor
Action item: EV Plan Review Committee Proposal
Members: Zach, Doug, Louisa
Moved: Zach
Seconded: Louisa
Vote: All in Favor
Action item: Plastics recycling committee proposal—the commission decided to table this proposal for
now.
Action item: Energy Efficiency Financing Committee Proposal—the commission decided to table this
proposal for now.
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Committee Reports:
Air Quality Committee received an update from LRAPA. The Committee agreed to meet one more time to
come up with a list of recommendations for the Council.
Outreach Committee met to look over the bylaws. They will plan on meeting an additional time if/when
they find out about whether they have a budget or not.
Council Communication and Upcoming Items
Councilor Semple discussed the CAP2.0 Ad Hoc Committee that met last week.
The Council had a work session on Urban Reserves.
The Council had an executive session on the Northwest Natural and are referring extending the franchise
agreement for another to a public hearing.
They also had a presentation about defensible space around the urban forest interface.
Items from Commissioners and Staff
Mayors Ad Hoc workgroup met last week and next steps will be out by the end of the week. Hope to wrap
up the work by the end April.
Mark is leaving the City and joining Lane County.
Laura met with the EJC NAACP committee.
Kelsey will not be at the next meeting.
Louisa will also be out for the March meeting.
Meeting Adjourned
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Dear Mayor, City Council, Budget Committee Members, and City Manager,
On behalf of the entire Sustainability Commission, we would like to thank you for including the
$5,000 line-item noted in the proposed City budget, earmarked for the Sustainability
Commission’s first-ever community support fund. While we understand the budget for this
next fiscal year is still awaiting a final vote and adoption, we are thrilled and deeply appreciative
of the inclusion of this line-item.
The Sustainability Commission has spent much time and effort this year reflecting on ways in
which we can better serve as a fulcrum between understanding and supporting community
needs and providing a clear value-add to City organization. We view the formation of this fund
as a critical and exciting step towards becoming a better community partner, as the funds will
enable us to financially support and become more knowledgeable of the excellent sustainability
work that already occurs in our community as a result of the numerous organizations we are
lucky to have in Eugene. We intend to use this funding to support events and educational
opportunities held by partner organizations throughout this next year and hope our summary
report next June will encourage long-term funding to our commission for such purposes.
In addition, we look forward to continuing our relationship with the Budget Committee and
supporting the City of Eugene in continuing to fund climate-related projects and initiatives. As
our climate crisis continues, providing the financial mechanisms to support this work is crucial
now more than ever, and we hope to continue being included in these discussions and
providing help as necessary moving forward. We appreciate your support of our vision and look
forward to finding ways to continue furthering sustainability efforts in Eugene.
Thank you again for your support of the Sustainability Commission!
XXXXX
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Work Plan-Fiscal Year 2020
Overview

The Commission serves as an advisory body to the City Council and City Manager in the
development or initiation of programs or actions that will enhance and create sustainable practices
within the City and the community. The Commission focuses on the Triple Bottom Line aspects of
sustainability - social equity, environmental health and economic prosperity, and advises on policy
matters related to:
a)
b)
c)
d)

sustainable practices
businesses that produce sustainable products and services
City building design and infrastructure
related issues that directly affect sustainability efforts considered by the council

Core Priorities/Work Items

This Fiscal Year 2020 (FY20) work plan emphasizes core priorities, flexibility, and engagement. The
core priorities guide the Commissions focal areas for on-going policy discussion, analysis, and
ultimately recommendations to the City Council.
The proposed core priorities and specific policy issues for the Commission in FY20 are the following.
1. Outreach
a. Outreach/Engagement Pilot. Develop a strategy to increase engagement with
traditionally underrepresented populations in Eugene. The development of the strategy
should include planning for meetings outside of the Atrium building and engaging with
community partners to develop an effective outreach program.
b. Business Outreach. Search for opportunities to collaborate with Eugene’s business
community to facilitate better understanding of sustainable business practices. Help
promote and share actions successfully implemented by Eugene businesses.
2. CAP2.0/Climate Mitigation Policy Input. Plan and carry out strategies to educate the
community, including neighborhood associations, about the CAP 2.0 Project and solicit community
input and involvement around a variety of topics including consumption. Coordinate with Lane
County’s emerging sustainability efforts and review other climate action plans. Review the content
of the CAP 2.0 process, policies, actions and projected outcomes, and provide feedback to
Sustainability staff and/or City Council.
a. Transportation System Plan (TSP) Implementation (Active Transit and EVs).
Proactively seek opportunities to collaboratively assist City staff as it develops
implementation strategies for the TSP that will align proposed projects with the Climate
Recovery Ordinance.
b. Energy Used in Building Policies. Investigate best practices for equitably reducing
carbon emissions associated with building energy use in the commercial, industrial, and
residential sectors. This work will include natural gas use and the City’s franchise
agreement/other avenues. Look for triple bottom-line solutions that are most cost effective.
c. Waste Reduction Policy. Research policy options to continue to further restrict nonreusable fast food packaging such as straws, cups, clamshell packaging, Styrofoam
packaging; prohibit some items or require surcharge, encourage re-usable service ware,
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packaging. Review Eugene’s food waste initiatives and explore ways to extend and
enhance them.
d. Urban Forestry/HB2001. Investigate the interactions between urban forestry and the new
requirements for housing density spelled out in Oregon House Bill 2001 (2019). Research
how increasing density can be done in a way that complements increasing canopy cover
proposed by the urban forestry program.
3. Climate Resiliency. Review Eugene wildfire and smoke inundation preparedness and mitigation
measures. Review City action to foster general neighborhood disaster preparedness,
neighborhood organization and communication and collaborate with staff to further these actions.
4. FY19 Follow-Up of Proposals Sent to City Council
a. Single Use Plastics. Monitor City Council actions to ensure that the polystyrene ban goes
into effect. Look at other avenues to reduce single use plastics through the Waste
Reduction Policy Committee.
b. Northwest Natural Franchise Agreement. Continue to monitor and advise on the
Northwest Natural Franchise Agreement City Council Discussion. Respond to updates
through the CAP2.0 Buildings and Energy Committee.
c. Electric Vehicle Ready Homes. Monitor Action at State Level to ensure appropriate
progress is made to address the issue.
d. Home Energy Scoring Requirement for Home Sales and Rentals. Work with staff to
identify a work session date.
e. Tiny and small houses. Monitor Council action to address housing issues including the
need for tiny and small houses.
f. Riverfront Property. Continue to monitor the Riverfront property development.
5. Areas for further research
a. Air Quality. Research factors impacting air quality problems in Eugene. Look for solutions
that the City can implement and that are sustainable which would improve air quality.
b. Envision Eugene and Urban Reserves. As the City continues to identify areas for urban
reserves research how this can be done keeping sustainability in mind.
c. Track and Field events policy. The City of Eugene will be hosting two major track and
field events over the next two years. Research how these events can be sustainable as
possible and provide input.
d. Aerial spraying. Research if the City has any regulatory authority to regulate aerial
spraying within the City’s watershed.
e. Dietary Choices and Climate Change. Investigate the impacts of dietary choices on
climate change and how to best communicate these findings.
6. Emerging Issues. Address unforeseen, but important sustainability-related items presented by
the Mayor, City Council, City Manager, Commissioners, or the public, in accordance with the
Commission’s adopted operating procedures.

Outcomes
•
•
•

Provide policy recommendations to Eugene City Council.
Provide a forum for addressing public concerns related to sustainable policies and practices.
Provide input to City Council and City Manager on sustainability policies and practices that reflect
community values.
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