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Community Gang Prevention Symposium to Help Solve Gang Problem  
Parents,	teachers,	and	all	interested	community	members	are	invited	to	a	free	symposium	on	January	12	to	learn	about	
gangs	in	our	area,	sort	myth	from	fact,	address	stereotypes,	learn	what	prevention	techniques	work	in	other	communities,	
and	create	a	plan	to	solve	the	criminal	gang	problem	in	our	community.	
	
The	City	of	Eugene,	local	school	districts,	police	agencies,	University	of	Oregon,	Lane	County	Department	of	Youth	Services,	
Lane	Community	College,	social	service	agencies	and	concerned	individuals	are	presenting	this	event	to	discuss	the	
growing	number	of	gangs	and	gang‐related	violence	here.	The	symposium	will	include	educational	talks	by	a	series	of	
speakers	followed	by	break‐out	sessions	for	all	attendees.	The	outcome	will	be	a	framework	for	a	community‐based	plan	to	
address	the	gang	issue.	A	second	event,	which	will	build	upon	progress	from	January	12,	is	planned	for	April	27,	2013.	
	
The	event	is	free.	Child	care,	sign	language	interpreters	and	bus	passes	will	be	provided	upon	request.	Please	provide	five	
business	days’	notice.	Register	by	January	4	at:	http://lanecountygangpreventionday1.eventbrite.com.	For	information,	call	
Sandy	Shaffer	at	541‐682‐6348.	
 
You’re	Invited	to	the	Downtown	Library’s	10th	Birthday	Party 	
It’s	hard	to	believe	it’s	been	a	full	decade	since	the	wonderful,	state‐of‐the‐art	
Downtown	Eugene	Public	Library	building	opened	to	the	public.	Exactly	as	envisioned,	
the	Downtown	Library	has	become	a	centerpiece	of	the	community:	a	vibrant	place	to	
learn,	gather,	have	fun,	and	grow.		
	
Everyone	is	invited	to	celebrate	at	a	10th	Birthday	Party	on	First	Friday,	January	4,	6:00	
p.m.,	in	the	Downtown	Library.	There	will	be	dancing	to	live	music	provided	by	the	
super‐fun	band	RIFFLE	–	and	birthday	cake!	The	party	is	for	all	ages	and	free	of	charge.	
	
On	Saturday,	January	5,	drop	in	at	the	Downtown	Library	between	noon	and	2:00	p.m.	
to	record	your	voice	to	join	the	many	that	greet	people	using	the	outside	book	returns.		
	
Reflecting	on	the	10‐year	milestone,	Library	Services	Director	Connie	Bennett	says,	“We	
thank	everyone	who	made	the	Downtown	building	possible,	from	fundraising	school	
children	to	skilled	construction	workers	to	visionary	committee	members	and	City	
Councilors	to	our	dedicated	non‐profit	partners,	the	Friends	of	Eugene	Public	Library	
and	the	Eugene	Public	Library	Foundation.	Many	thousands	of	Eugeneans	have	
contributed	with	donations,	volunteering,	and	more	to	create	this	building	and	fill	it	to	
the	brim	with	the	very	best	of	our	town,	for	everyone	to	share.”		
	
For	more	information,	contact	Eugene	Public	Library	at	541‐682‐5450	or	www.eugene‐or.gov/library.	
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Arts and Culture Thriving in Eugene 
The	“SOLD	OUT”	message	on	the	Hult	Center’s	6th	and	7th	Avenue	
marquees	last	weekend	is	the	sign	of	thriving	arts	and	culture	in	
our	wonderful	community.	This	December,	close	to	10,000	patrons	
will	enjoy	performances	at	the	Hult	Center.	Congratulations	to	the	
two	local	arts	organizations,	All	That!	Dance,	presenting	the	
Nutcracker	Remixed,	and	the	Eugene	Symphony,	one	of	the	Hult	
Center’s	six	Resident	Companies,	presenting	Cirque	de	Noel.		These	
performances	represent	a	total	of	3,400	tickets,	and	much	more.		
	
For	years	we	have	only	been	able	to	speculate	how	much	more;	
now	we	actually	know.	The	Arts	and	Economic	Prosperity	Study,	
conducted	by	Americans	for	the	Arts	in	2011,	with	many	local	
partners	including	the	City	of	Eugene	and	the	Hult	Center,	
confirmed	that	Eugene	is	incredibly	rich	in	arts	and	culture	and	compares	very	well	to	other	similarly	sized	cities.		
Nonprofit	arts	and	culture	is	a	significant	industry	in	Eugene	that	generates	$45.6	million	in	total	economic	activity.	This	
spending—$29.5	million	by	nonprofit	arts	and	culture	organizations	and	an	additional	$16.1	million	in	event‐related	
spending	by	their	audiences—supports	1,739	full‐time	equivalent	jobs,	generates	$34.8	million	in	household	income	to	
local	residents,	and	delivers	$2.4	million	in	local	and	state	government	revenue.	This	economic	impact	study	sends	a	strong	
signal	that	when	we	support	the	arts,	we	not	only	enhance	our	quality	of	life,	but	we	also	invest	in	the	city	of	Eugene’s	
economic	well‐being.	The	staff	at	the	Hult	Center	is	proud	to	play	such	a	significant	part	in	the	success	of	arts	and	culture	
and	equally	proud	to	make	a	positive	economic	impact	on	the	entire	community.	Read	more	about	the	study	at	
http://eugeneaep.wordpress.com/	
	
For	more	information,	contact	Theresa	Sizemore,	Hult	Center	event	manager	at	541‐682‐5242	
 
Recreation Offers Patrons Opportunity To Try Classes – For Free! 
Before	signing	up	for	a	6	or	8‐week	series	of	classes,	Recreation	patrons	can	attend	one	day	of	several	different	classes	for	
free.		The	“Try	for	Free”	program	is	intended	to	help	patrons	decide	if	a	new	exercise,	dance	or	painting	class	is	right	for	

them.	Registration	is	required,	but	the	classes	are	free.		
	
Try‐for‐free	classes	are	offered	the	first	two	weeks	of	January	and	include	
Yoga,	Zumba	Gold,	Beginning	Line	Dance	and	Folk	dancing,	exercise	classes,	
oil	painting,	and	Tai	Chi.	Locations	vary.	For	more	details,	see	pages	32	–	40	
of	the	Recreation	Guide.		
	
Also	in	early	January,	adults	are	invited	to	join	free	weekly	walking	or	biking	
groups.	These	self‐led	activities	are	drop‐in;	registration	is	not	required.	
Enjoy	a	hot	beverage	at	Campbell	Center	at	10	a.m.	before	the	Bike	Riding	for	
Fun	&	Fitness	Group	on	Jan.	11	or	at	8:30	a.m.	before	the	Walk	‘n’	Talkers	on	
Jan.	13.		
	

For	more	information,	call	Tom	Powers	at	541‐682‐5318.	
	
 


