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Fire & EMS Responders at Lane County Fair

As in years past, the Lane County Fair has once again
contracted with Eugene’s Fire & Emergency Medical
Services Department to provide a first-response
presence and first-aid services, at this year’s expo,
which runs from August 18 — August 22. The
operations area, at the northeast corner of the Lane
County Ice building, includes two patient treatment
areas and a private, indoor bathroom, plus an outside
display tent and fire engine. The area is shared by the
Oregon Department of Forestry and the Lane County
Fire Prevention Co-Op.

The engine crew is available for fire, rescue, and
emergency medical response within the fairgrounds
during fair hours, and a small “gator” vehicle is also
available for response to more confined and/or crowded
areas. Elected officials are invited to stop by the Fire &
EMS display area and say hello to the City’s
firefighters. For more information, please contact Glen Potter, Fire & EMS, at 541-682-7118.

Brass Collection Pays Off

After reviewing its range practices, the Eugene Police Department’s (EPD) firearms team discovered their
dumpsters were filling with items that had salvage value. With metal prices on the upswing, cartridge cases have a
reasonable value. During 2009, range staff collected and sorted the used brass, which generated a check for
$1,946.

Sergeant Scott Thomas worked with Volunteers in Policing Program Manager Carrie Chouinard to create a
volunteer-range recycling team. Within a few months, the team had four volunteers including a former police
officer, an insurance representative, a retired mechanic, and a retired electrician. They put their collective heads
together and came up with a plan to collect brass, cardboard, and wood from pallets. The preliminary result is that
with Sanipac’s assistance (paper and plastic recycling) and the range-recycling team collecting brass, EPD has
reduced its waste volume by about 60-70 percent. This EPD recycling team is generating revenue from what used
to be thrown away and recently was able to give the City a check for $547.

For more information, contact Public Information Director Melinda McLaughlin 541-682-5124.
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If the Walls Could Talk — ———
Summer at the Hult Center is a time for projects that are =

difficult to do during the presenting season. One of the
projects underway concerns climate control and energy
savings. The Hult is converting its heating system from
steam heat, previously supplied to downtown businesses
by Eugene Water & Electric Board (EWEB), to natural
gas. EWEB is phasing out the steam heat delivery
system. Fortunately, the Hult was “shovel ready” for an
energy grant from the Federal Stimulus Program that is : - j .
offsetting a large portion of the conversion cost for the City i ] ~
of Eugene. Hult Center Facilities Services Manager Mark
Loigman is overseeing the project.

.....

In mid-July, workers arrived and cut a larger-than-life hole
in the exterior concrete wall above the pedestrian bridge. Within a few days, a large crane was positioned in the
Hult Center alley; working in teams, one on the ground and another in the building, two new compressors were
hoisted up and over the bridge and into the hole in the wall. Workers engineered a mini-rail transport system for the
new equipment to “ride” into the interior work zone deep inside the Hult Center, where they have been installing
new piping and routing. The hole in the wall was closed and sealed this week. The new natural gas system will
start working in early September — right on schedule for the beginning of the fall season.

For more information, contact Marketing and Public Relations Manager Libby Tower at 541-682-8380.
Eugene Well-Positioned to Weather Stormy State Budget

News that the State of Oregon is facing a potential $1 billion revenue shortfall in the current biennium leads to an
obvious question: How does this affect the City of Eugene?

First, it's important to note that this is a State general fund shortfall. Eugene receives very little revenue directly
from the State general fund. The most direct tie Eugene has to the State from a budget perspective is that Eugene
receives State-shared revenues derived from alcoholic beverage taxes, cigarette taxes and grants. Eugene
budgeted to receive about $3.5 million in its General Fund from State-shared revenues in FY11. The distribution of
those funds is governed by statute and cannot be changed unless the legislature changes State law. The League
of Oregon Cities and the City of Eugene have taken the position that State-shared revenue with cities should not be
reduced in the future. Therefore, no impacts are anticipated in the near future to this important revenue source, and
staff will remain vigilant regarding potential changes to State statutes that would reduce these shared revenues.

Of course, reductions in State services to Oregon citizens may put pressure on local governments, including
counties and cities, to provide additional services at the local level. Local governments are experiencing their own
fiscal struggles, and Lane County, in particular, is faced with a reported $10 million decline in revenue in its next
fiscal year. Eugene’s ability to take on new levels of services in response to State reductions is extremely limited.

Perhaps the most important message to the community, and to City employees, is that Eugene has been proactive
in making significant budget adjustments over the past two cycles to bring finances into a sustainable position.
There is more work to do, and an ongoing commitment to a sustainable budget should serve the City well in the
years ahead. For more information, contact Finance Director Sue Cutsogeorge at 541-682-5589.

COUNCIL BREAK: AUGUST12-SEPTEMBERS

UPCOMING

SEPTEMBER

09/08 W Noon All Council Work Session McNutt Room
09/14 Tu 7:00pm All JEO Public Hearing Council Chamber
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