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AROUND THE CITY 

Safety Tips Suggested for Fireworks  
Keep family and friends safe from fireworks-related fires and injuries this 4

th
 of July weekend by practicing the 

following safety tips from the Oregon State Fire Marshal’s Office. 
 
Be prepared before lighting fireworks. 
- Use legal fireworks purchased at licensed outlets. 
- Store fireworks out of children’s reach. 
- Always read and follow label directions. 
- Place pets indoors; they are easily frightened by fireworks. 
- Always have water handy (a garden hose or a bucket of water). 
 
Be safe when lighting fireworks. 
- Have an adult light the fireworks. 
- Keep matches and lighters away from children. 
- Use fireworks outdoors only. 
- Light only one firework at a time and move away quickly. 
- Keep children and pets away from fireworks. 
- Always remember – do not throw fireworks or hold them.  
 
Be responsible after lighting fireworks. 
- Soak used fireworks thoroughly in a bucket of water. 
- Dispose of used fireworks and debris properly. 
- Never re-light a “dud” firework (wait 15 to 20 minutes and then soak it in a bucket of water). 
 
For more information on fireworks safety, contact the Eugene Fire Marshal’s Office at 541-682-5411. 
 
Dodgeball Tournament Filling Up Fast 
The dodgeball games at last year’s Summer in the City – Downtown were such 
a hit that this year’s dodgeball competition will feature two dodgeball courts, and 
the tournament capacity has been increased from eight to 12 teams. It’s all 

happening at Summer in the City  Downtown Playground Sports Day on 
Wednesday, Aug. 3, 6:00 – 8:30 p.m., at Kesey Square, Broadway and 
Willamette streets. 
 
To form a team, have a team captain register. Team members can register over the next couple of weeks. Each 
registered team is guaranteed to play three matches. 
 

http://www.eugene-or.gov/
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To get started go to https://secure.rec1.com/OR/playground-sports/depreg.php&arg2=Njkz . Those wishing to 
participate are encouraged to reserve a slot and fill out the official roster later. For more information, contact Billie 
Moser at 541-682-6347. 
 

Murals of the World at Eugene Public Library 
On Thursday, July 7, at 6 p.m., the Downtown Eugene Public Library will present “Murals 
of the World,” a richly-illustrated talk by world-traveler Denis Shelton.  
 
The program includes beautiful murals from Canada, the U.S., Latin America, Europe, 
and India. Many can be seen only in photos, because they no longer exist. According to 
Shelton, “Murals reflect the passion of the artist and can make a statement about the 
times, events, or personalities. They can brighten a blight and turn a blank wall into a 
work of art.”  
 
The July 7 evening event is part of Summer Reading 2011, featuring a series of free 
events at the Eugene Public Library united by the theme “One World, Many Stories.”  
 

For more information, call the Eugene Public Library at 541-682-5450. 
 
Community Emergency Notification System Sends Text to Cell Phones 
On June 17, a news conference was held at the 9-1-1 Center to announce implementation of a new feature of the 
Community Emergency Notification System (CENS), text notification to cell phones, email addresses and Voice Over 
Internet Protocol (VoIP) service telephones.  The notification is map-based – in other words, when a geographic area 
is identified as the target for a CENS message, anyone with a registered email address, or cell or VoIP phone within 
the boundaries of that area will receive a message. 
 
Unlike with landline CENS, people do not automatically get the alerts on cell phones unless the cell phone has been 
registered. Lane County was the first county in the nation to have border-to-border emergency telephone notification 
capabilities when the system was brought online in 1999.  Expanding those capabilities to include cell phones has 
been a longtime goal.  Lane County residents can voluntarily sign up to receive these emergency notifications by 
going to the website at http://www.lcog.org/alertme/. 
 
For more information, contact Communications Program Manager Kristi Wilde at 541-682-2767. 

Atlantic Report Names Eugene Top Metro Area for Biking 
The Eugene-Springfield metropolitan area has topped a list of cities with the highest rates of bicycle commuting. As 
part of a series highlighting findings from the 2009 American Community Survey, Atlantic senior editor Richard 
Florida reports on the magazine’s website that more 
than five percent of residents in the Eugene-
Springfield metropolitan area commute by bicycle. 
The reported national rate for bicycle commuting is 
less than one percent. 

The Atlantic’s report includes only figures for the 
metropolitan area, which the Census Bureau defines 
as all of Lane County. The rates for the City of 
Eugene are even higher, at more than 10 percent, 
according to the 2009 American Community Survey. 
The Atlantic also found an association between cities 
with the highest rates of bicycle commuting and 
higher reported rates of physical fitness, happiness, 
and well-being among their residents. In addition, 
cities with high rates of bicycle commuting were 
found to have higher rates of education, higher 
average incomes, and a greater share of creative class jobs. 
 
Rounding out the top five cities with the highest rates of bicycle commuting were Fort Collins, Colorado; Missoula, 
Montana; Boulder, Colorado, and Santa Barbara, California. 
 
For more information, please contact Transportation Planning Manager Rob Inerfeld at 541-682-5343 or 
rob.inerfeld@ci.eugene.or.us. To learn more about biking in Eugene, visit www.eugene-or.gov/. Select transportation 
options from the drop down menu on the left side of the page. 

https://secure.rec1.com/OR/playground-sports/depreg.php&arg2=Njkz
http://www.eugene-or.gov/portal/server.pt?open=512&objID=489&PageID=4331&parentname=CommunityPage&parentid=0&cached=true&mode=2&userID=2
http://www.lcog.org/alertme/
mailto:rob.inerfeld@ci.eugene.or.us
http://www.eugene-or.gov/


 
EUGENE CITY COUNCIL NEWSLETTER PAGE 3 

June 30, 2011 

 
 
Envision Eugene Summer Open Houses on First Wednesdays 
Three Envision Eugene open houses will be held on the first Wednesdays of the month this summer in the Atrium 
Lobby at 99 West 10th Avenue. Participants are invited to drop in anytime between 3 – 6 p.m. on July 6, Aug. 3, and 
Sept. 7.  After the open houses, participants can join in on 
Summer in the City festivities which will be happening in the 
evenings on these Wednesdays in downtown Eugene.  
 
The kid-friendly open houses will feature maps and 
information about the land need for homes and jobs over the 
next 20 years. In addition, the events will highlight the South 
Willamette pilot project and the work happening on 20-
minute neighborhoods.  
 
More information about Envision Eugene is available at www.EnvisionEugene.org. For more information about the 
open houses, contact Terri Harding at 541-682-5635 or terri.l.harding@ci.eugene.or.us. 
 
Eugene to Receive Grant to Transform South Willamette Street 
The City of Eugene Public Works Department received notice this week that the City has been selected to receive 
approximately $150,000 in Transportation and Growth Management (TGM) grant funds for the Willamette Street 
Transformation. The grant program, managed by the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) and the 
Department of Land Conservation and Development, will be used to develop an adoptable street design concept for 
Willamette Street between 24

th
 and 32

nd
 avenues. Willamette Street has long been seen as a place that is difficult to 

access by bicycle or by foot, and is often challenging for drivers. 
. 
The TGM grant will support an engaging public process to identify ways to make Willamette Street more accessible 
to all users and support a thriving place to live, work and shop. The Willamette Street Transformation is also 
coordinated with an opportunity siting pilot project on South Willamette Street – a visioning process that identifies the 
best places for urban housing, tools to implement better design and incentives to ensure development that is 
compatible with Envision Eugene. It is anticipated that the street design process will begin in early 2012, after 
contract negotiations and consultant selection are completed by ODOT. 
 
To learn more about the TGM grant and the Willamette Street Transformation Project, please contact project 
manager Kurt Yeiter at 541-682-8379 or Kurt.M.Yeiter@ci.eugene.or.us.  For more information about the opportunity 
siting pilot project, please contact Patricia Thomas at 541-682-5561 or Patricia.Thomas@ci.eugene.or.us. For 
information about Envision Eugene, go to www.envisioneugene.org. 
 
 

http://www.envisioneugene.org/
mailto:terri.l.harding@ci.eugene.or.us
mailto:Kurt.M.Yeiter@ci.eugene.or.us
mailto:Patricia.Thomas@ci.eugene.or.us
http://www.envisioneugene.org/

